B

CITY COUNCIL
NEWS

City Council meets on the
second Wednesday of
each month. The next
meeting is Wednesday,
~ Marchi2th at 6:30pm at
- City Hall

VENETIAN GARDENS
HOMES ASSOC
Meetings are held the third
Monday of the month at
City Hall beginning at
6:30pm. The next meeting
is March 17, 2025

CONGRATULATIONS
a TO THE HOUSTON LAKER |
ON THE 68TH YEAR OF PUBLICATION!

THE HOUSTON LAKER HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF
- INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS SINCE 1957. AS A
COMMUNITY PAPER, ALL ARE WELCOME TO |
INCLUDE ARTICLES, STORIES, PHOTOGRAPHS
AND INFORMATION.

CiTY OF HOUSTON LAKE
FINANCIAL STATMENT -

VCUKKEG I EW

Please see the inserted
corrected version of the City of
Houston Lake  six month

financial statement.

Picture from the City of Houston Lake

THE ARTS CIRCLE IS
HONORED TO
CONTINUE OUR10TH
ANNUAL SERIES.

The Art Circle is continuing
the current theme
“Perspective”
Artwork is on display at City
Hall and can be viewed
during meetings and
- events.




REPETITIVE WALKS:
FINDING WONDER IN THE
FAMILIAR

SUBMITTED BY SARAH LORING
You hear a lot about how walking

is great for you. It is a form of

i health

k., 28 You an
opportunity to clear your mind
and “touch grass” as they say.
Walking is accessible- you don’t
nave to drive to a park, gym, or
walking trail to get a nice walk in.
Since I've moved to Houston Lake
several years ago, | have been
taking advantage of our quiet
roads and lovely views several
times a week, and | thought I'd
ramble on a bit about that this
month.

In a world that constantly
encourages newness, hovelty
and excitement, the idea of
taking the same walk often might
seemn mundane to some. Yet,
once you embrace the rhythm of
repetitive walks you'll find
something that may surprise you:
‘a deepened sense of awareness,
a connection to your
surroundings, and a subtle but
profound shift in perspective.

At first, the route may feel
predictable—~passing the same
trees, houses, or city streets. But
as the :
days go by, the walk transforms.
You start noticing small details:
the way light filters through the
leaves at different times of day,
the scent of blooming flowers in
spring, or how a particular
cement dog moves locationsin a
~ yard. There are seasonal
surprises too. Last spring we had
a pair of orioles that were nesting
-in a tree down by the bridge, | --
spotted them for weeks singing
their happy songs and flitting
around with shocking orange
flashes. For several years a lone
sycamore sapling had taken root

along the dam and last summer
finally reached what I'd consider
height to be a “real tree” onlyto
find it cut down and hauled off
by a beaver come fall. Even
among the constants, there is an
on by the seasons and time.
Water hibiscus repetitively
greering, biooming, ana now
parren sieeping through winter.
My famiiiar path becomes a type
OT &VGIiving Ganvas ofn WiniGii
nature and life continue to paint
ever-changing scenes.

For me these walks create a
sense of place and belonging.
The path you tread regularly
becomes part of your story-a
thread connecting you to the
landscape, the seasons, and the
people you encounter along the
way. During this year’s epic snow
I donned my coveralls and went

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY CHUCK STONE

out for a short walk. During this
outing so many of you, my
neighbors, were out shoveling
your driveways and almost
everyone took the time to stop
and say hello. | enjoyed the

T s

points by ali, what 8 7003 walving
memory that was. 've met vour
new dogs, appreciated

your yards, and picked up trash
left behind by others. This is our
piace and we care Tor it

I suppose in short, | believe that
in a world that often feels
chaotic, the simple ritual of a
familiar walk reminds me that
magic isn’t always found in far-
off places—it exists right where
we are, waiting to be noticed.
Houston Lake offers so much
subtle wonder and | encourage
you to get out and enjoy it.




HOUSTON LAKE COMMUNITY GARDEN
MEETIMNG ANNOUNCEMENT
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welcome.

Wa dn have a eotinle issues with the structure that must be fixed before we do anv plantina. There are a couple of 2 x 4's
that need replaced and some additional chicken wire must be placed around the bottom to keep the little critters out.

An estimate for this is around $100.00. Our garden fund is approximately at $60.00. We also welcome anyone who can
volunteer to help with this project.

Our garden was phenomenal last year. A yield of over 70lbs of green beans shared.....tomatoes were a little slow duefoa

hot spell but they finally came around. Kathryn Kreider planted asparagus last year and it looks like in a year or so we
should have a harvest. '

| am so looking forward to meeting with all of you on March 8th and planning this year's garden.

Marsha Duncan

816.419.5051 Please text or call me at anytime if you have any questions or concerns

VENETIAN GARDENS HOMES ASSOCIATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025 - 6:00 PM CST
HOUSTON LAKE, MO ~ VIAZOOM

The meeting of the Venetian Gardens Homes Association (VGHA) Oversight Committee was called to
order by Bobbi Baker-Hughes at 6:03 PM. Due to the holidays and other various reasons, the December
2024 and January 2025 meetings were postponed.

Bobbi welcomed all to the meeting. Those in attendance were Bobbi Baker-Hughes, Chair; Frank Wilson,
VGHA Board Representative; Mike Hallauer, Kay Honeycutt. and Lisa Shepard.

The review and revision of the VGHA Official Regulations was the main topic of discussion for this
meeting. We are diligently discussing what editing may need to be done before presenting
our ideas to the VGHA Board for their review and consideration.

The next meeting of the committee will be held on the first Thursday evening in March, which March 6,
-2025at 6:00pm.

The meeting adjourned at 7:24 PM.
Minutes submitted by Kay Honeycutt




ADDYS AWARD IN HONOR

OF RICK COWAN
Submitted by Wendy Thompson

Saturday night, February 22nd
the American Advertlsmq Awards
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commercial for UMKC School of
Theatre and Dance.

This award is presented-each
year for work that was inspired
by the standards set by the late
Rick Cowan, a resident of
Houston Lake for many years.
The Addys Award was presented
by Rachel Kephart, the Film
Commissioner of Kansas City,
and is funded by the KC Film
Office each year. Wendy
Thompson, Rick’s widow, usually
presents the trophy, but was
unable to attend this year.

Rick was a filmmaker who
produced three feature films,

_and over two hundred television
commercials during his life, but
he started out as a location
scout. He discovered he had a
special talent for finding exactly
the scene the director
envisioned. To him, the right
location was an important
character in the story he was
telling, whether it was a thirty-
second spot or a two-hour
feature film. One of those
perfect locations was right here
on the lake.

Early in his career, Rick was
scouting for a well-organized
garage for a commercial shoot
for Sutherland Lumber, which
used to be in North Kansas City.
They weré leoKing for a garage
that had exposed beams.

~ Rick noticed that feature in his

neighbor’s garage. Don Mackey
let him take a look, amid lots of
questions of course. So, Rick

snapped some photos to show

Cthe director. The director likad

No one is ever reaiiy prepared to
have a film crew descend on
el Proper Ly, EVer nougn KICK
was always honest about the
scope of that endeavor, it can be
overwhelming. Sure enough, as
the trucks and cameras and
lights and crew moved in, the
entire neighborhood became
concerned. Even Chuck Burgess,
riext déor t6 Mackey’s house, got
involved by offering a place to
park their food truck to feed the
crew. As a resident of the
community, Rick had taken for
granted his authority to bring
this cornmotion into the
neighborhood. It wasn’t until
Mary Head, the mayor’s wife at
the time, asked ‘what the heck
was going on’ that Rick saw that
he needed to smoogth some
ruffled feathers. Since it was on
private property and they
weren’t blocking the streets, a
formal permit was not needed.
still, Rick did his best to make
sure that everything ended well
so that film crews would be
welcomed back.

Don confirmed that it was a
good experience, although he
recently said he turned down
another inquiry for the same
thing a few years later. Once is
enough. Rick knew better than to
let a film crew shoot at his own
house, although that decision

.may have been influenced by his

wife.

A STORY FROM
GENE CHARLES

Here is a case of curiosity
gone horribly wrong:

“The davafter we arrived in the
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tank with all of the openings
uncovered, yet, guys were
smoking around it anyway.

As we were rolling down the
street the guy next to me lit his
cigarette and moved his lighter
dangerously close to a vent hole
in the tank wondering if there
were fumes in the tank. | couldn’t
believe what | was seeing.

Several guys weré back on the
truck and | was maybe 10 or 15
seconds from getting back on
the truck when | heard a boom
and saw an ugly ball of red and
black fire above the tank. |
thought | saw someone jump
over the side of the truck.

- One guy, Linsey, spent a monthin

the hospital with burns. He later
became one of my best buddies.
Fast forward to the present then
back up several years. | had
written a letter and located him.
We were talking on the phone
one day and he said that he had
had his legs stretched across the
top of the tank and when it split
open it flipped him backwards
over the side of the truck. |
wanted to tell him, but didn’t,
that he was lucky that burns was
all he got because if that had
happened as we were rolling
down the street it'would, no
doubt, have been a different
outcome. The truck driver was
reprimanded for hauling the tank
around.
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MISSOQOURI VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

Use this application to:

1. Register to vote in any election in Missouri.,

2. Register to vote when you move from one jurisdjction (St. Louis City, Kansas
City, or any county) to another jurisdiction (St. Louis City, Kansas City, or any
county) within Missouri.

3. Change the address on a current voter registration when you move within a
jurisdiction.

4. Change the name on a current voter registration.

Other information:

1. You must be 18 years of age by the day of a particular election to be eligibie to
vota in that slentine

2. It mailed. this form musl be postmarked by the 41h Wednesday preceding an
election to be eligible to vote in that election. If delivered in person, it must be
received in the office of the election authority by the 4th Wednesday preceding an
elactiorn. (See reverse for slection calendar.)

3. Submitting this application to an individual other than the election authority
dones not insjre ’rimely votar registraf_ion

4. After the election authority receives your voter registration application, you will be
sent confirmation within 7 business days. If you do not receive confirmation,
contact the election authoritv.

5. If you wish to serve as an election judge on election day please contact your
local election authority and mark the box at the bottom of this form.

6. Optional—If registering by mail for the first time, please submit a copy of one of
the following forms of identification: current or valid photo ID, current utility bill,
bank statement, government check, paycheck or other government document
that shows your name and address, birth certificate, Native American tribal
document or other proof of United States citizenship. (You will be required to
present identification when you vote.)

Completing this form (All information is required uniess indicated as optional):
Boxes 1 and 2 -- Citizen and Age Requirements

Federal lLaw requires voter registration applicants to answer these two questions.
Box 3 — Type of Application

Check appropriate box if this is a new registration or if you are changing a name or
address on your current voter registration.

Box 4 ~ Name

Put in this box your full name {Last, First, Middle). DO NOT use nicknames or initials.

For name changes, Box 12 should contain your old name.

Box 5 -- Home Address

List your home address. DO NOT put your mailing address if it differs from your
home address.

Box 6 -- Mailing Address

If you get your mail at an address other than your home address in Box 5, put that
address here in this-box.

Box 7 -- Driver’s License Number

Required for registration uniess you do not have a Drivers License. (§11L.1540
RSMo.) If you do not have a Driver’s License, leave blank,

Box 8 -~ Last Four Digits of Social Security Number

Required for registration unless you do not have a Social Security Number
[ 37777 NIL L, yuaOhniate o e Dola Duad, Tedl ot

S -
leave blank.
Box 9 -- Date of Birth -

Place your date of birth in thie hox (Monthy Day,Year). DO NOT USE TODAY'S DATE!
Box 10 - Piace of Birth (Optional}

List your place of birth (city/county/state).

Box 11 - Daytime Phone Number {Optional)

Please list a number at which the election authority may contact you for clarification

of information.

Box 12 -~ Last Voter Registration Information

1f you are currently registered, please list the name and address of your last registration
including county and state.

Box 13 -- Signature

Review the information. 1f you meet the requirements and all is correct, sign your

full name or make your mark and print today’s date.

Box 14 -- Rural Voters

If you live In a rural area without a street address, please supply information which

may help in placing you in the proper voting district.

YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE CONFIRMED BY MAIL WITHIN SEVEN (7) BUSINESS DAYS OF ITS RECEIPT BY THE
ELECTION AUTHORITY, PLEASE CONTACT THE ELECTION AUTHORITY IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE NOTIFICATION.

USE PEN - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

(DETACH HERE ~ KEEP TOP PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS) This card is not proof of registration.

" MISSOURI VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

1 | ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA? DYES D NO ‘ 2 | WILL YOU BE 18 YEARS OF AGE ON OR BEFORE ELECTION DAY? DYES D NO

If you checked no in response to either of the above questions, do not compiete this form.

3 | []] NEW REGISTRATION [ ] ADDRESS CHANGE [} NAME CHANGE

t FOR OFFICE USE ONLY REGISTRATION NO.

2 [ LAST NAME FIRGT NAME MIDDLE NAME SUFFIX R, 1l ETC)
[ mace [ remace
& | ADDRESS WHERE YOU LIVE (HOUSENO, STREET, APT. NO. OR RURAL ROUTE AND BOX - NO FO oIy COUNTY ZiF CODE
BOXES)
6 | ADDRESS WHERE YOU GET YOUR MAIL (REQUIRED IF DIFFERENT FROM #5 ABOVE) oY STATE ZiP CODE
MO

7 | DRIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A DRIVER'S LICENSE,
PLEASE LEAVE BLANK,

8 [ LAST 4 DIGITS OF SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER*
IF YOU DO NOT MAVE A SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PLEASE LEAVE BLANK.

/ /

9 | DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) 10 | PLACE OF BIRTH (OPTIONAL) 1

oy

DAYTIME PHONE NO. (OPTIONAL)

12| naME AND ADDRESS ON LAST VOTER REGISTRATION
NAME
ADDRESS
cy STATE
COUNTY,

if currently registered in another state or county please complste this box.

13
| hereby certify that | am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the state of
Missouri. | am at least seventeen and one half years of age. | have not been adjudged
incapacitated by any court of law. If | have been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor
connected with the right of suffrage, | have had the voting disabilities resuiting from such
conviction removed pursuant to law. | swear under penalty of perjury that all statements
made on this card are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. | understand that if |
register to vote knowing that | am not legally entitled to register, | am committing a class one
election offense and may be punished by imprisonment of not more than five years or by a
fine of between two thousand five hundred dollars and ten thousand doliars or by both such

ANY CITY.
I live miles

Section, Township and range

14 | RURAL VOTERS: COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOU LIVE QUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS OF

(NS EorW)of
(landmark or junction).

imprisonment and fine.

My neighbors are

Date : Signature

D Check here if you are interested in working as an Election Judge Warning: Gonviction for making a false statement may result in imprisonment for up to fiva years and/or a fine up to $10,000.

MO 231-0169 (REVISED 04-07) *Required for registration pursuant to §115,155 RSMo and §115.158 RSMo.
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Platte County Election Board
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PO Box 560
Platte City, MO 64079

Postage% '

. Here |

m o> -

FOLD HERE

Mailing Instructions

1. Sign the form.
2. Fold this sheet with address showing.
3. Fold and insert completed voter application.
4. Tape edges.
“ 5. Apply postage.
6. Mail.

Have you signed the form?




To apply for absentee ballot: print this application form, complete and mail to Platte County Board of Electiens,
PO Box 560, Platte City, MO 64079 or FAX to 816-858-3387 or e-mail to platte@so0s.mo.gov

REQUEST FOR PLATTE COUNTY ABSENTEE BALLOT
! , do hereby request an ahsentee hallot for the

(date) Election.

For identification purposes, the last four digits of my social security number are .
If the election is a primary election, please print the name of the political party ballot you wish to receive

NOTE: If you registered by mail or online, and this is your first time voting you must provide a copy of one of
the following: nonexpired Missouri driver’s license; Nonexpired or nonexpiring Missouri nondriver's license; a
document issued by the United States or State of Missouri which contains the name matching the most recent
signature on voter record and shows a photograph of the voter, and includes an expiration date and is not
expired, or, if expired, the document expired after the date of the most recent general election; or any id with a
photograph issued by MO National Guard, the U.S. Armed Forces, including the Space Force, or the US Dept
of Veteran Affairs to a member or former member of the MO National Guard, the U.S. Armed Forces, including
the Space Force, and that this does not have an expiration date.

Reason for requesting an absentee ballot:

(1) Absence on Election Day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which
registered to vote;
(2) Incapacity or confinement due to iliness or physical disability on election day, including a
person who is primarily responsible for the physical care of a person who is incapacitated
or confined due to iliness or disability and resides at the same address;
(3) Religious belief or practice; ‘
(4) Employment as:
(a) An election authority, as a member of an election authority, or by an election authority at
a location other than your polling place; or

(b) A first responder; or
(c) A health care worker; or
(d) A member of law enforcement;

(5) Incarceration, provided all qualifications for voting are retained

(6) Certified participation in the address confidentiality program established under

- sections 589.660 to 589.681 because of safety concerns.

Current Residential Address: Address where ballot is to be mailed, if different than
Residential address:

Daytime Telephone Number: E-mail Address:

| do solemnly swear that all statements made on this application are true to the best of my knowledge and
belief:

Signature of Voter ' Date

All requests must be received by the Board of Election’s office
no later that 5:00 p.m., the second Wednesday prior to election day.

Effective August 28, 2022




2025 TRASH & RECYCLING DATES

CITY TRASH AND RECYCLING SERVICES ARE
HANDLED BY REPUBLIC SERVICES. FOR
ASSISTANCE WITH YOUR RECEPTACLES, ISSUES

[P

TRASH IS PICKED UP EVERY WEDNESDAY.
RFCFPTACH FR NFFD TO RF AT THF CLIRR/FNDGF

OF STREET BY 6AM. LEAVE ROOM FOR THE ARM
OF THE TRUCK TO PICK UP AND RETURN THE
RECEPTACLES WITHOUT CAUSING DAMAGE TO
VEHICLES, FENCES, ETC. ' '

2025 Holidays:
January 1st New Years Day -
Pick up changed to Thursday January 2nd

May 26th Memorial Day - Pick
up changed to Thursday May 29th

July 4th Independence Day -
No Change pick up will be on
Wednesday July 2nd

September 1st Labor Day -
Pick up changed to Thursday September 4th

November 27th

Thanksgiving - No Change
pick up will be on Wedpesday
November 26th

December 25th Christmas -

No Change pick up will be on Wednesday
December 24th

2025 Recycling Dates (2nd Wednesday)

January 8 July 9
February 12 August 13
March 12 " September 10
April 9 October 8
‘May 14 November 12
June 11 December 10

Q f\nmmnv\vl-\l f‘mrr‘r_\n an-l-lnn

at City Hall lam - 2pm T
9 - Daylight Savings Time -

- Spring Forward 1 Hour

12 - Recycling Day

12- City Council Meeting
~ at City Hall 6:30pm

14 - Valentines Day

17 - VGHA Meeting at City Hall
6:30pm '

17 - St Patrick’s Day
20 - First Day of Spring

21 - Articles, photos and news
for the Laker are due

Listening Sessions are held at
City Hall every Saturday at 10am

HOUSTON LAKE COOKBOOK

1st and 2nd Edition of the Houston Lake

Cookbooks is available for $3.00 each.

Email Mary Head at ‘
maryjewel40@gmail.com or call her at
816-741-5639.

HOUSTON LAKE HISTORY
BOOK

65 pages of the History of Houston
Lake. $5.00 each.

Email Mary Head at

maryjewel40@gmail.com or call her at
741-5639.
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Tickets available at Eventbrite.com

Susan B. Anthony, Carrie Chapman Catt, Alice Paul, Ida B. Wells

These 4 women never were in the same room at the same time but imagine ... if they all
got together on Sunday afternoon ... to have tea ... and talk about their fight to get womer
the constitutional right to vote - the 19th Amendment!

Join us for Tea-Time with these four women played by Mary Schmidt as Susan B Anthony,

Wendy Thompson as Carrie Chapman Catt, Jessica Whitfield as Alice Paul,
and Karen E Griffin as Ida B Wells.

Celebrating the importance of the 19th amendment, finally ratified in 1920, this play tells

how the suffragists empowered women 10 win the right to vote, and underscores
the continuing fight for human rights.

Sponsorships are available to support the cause. See Eventbrite.com for more info




HOUSTON LAKE CITY OFFICIALS
City Hall - (816) 741-0644

Mayor -
mayor@houstonlake.gov

City Clerk - Lisa A. Shepard
cityclerk@houstonlake.gov

City Collector - Kathryn Kreider
citycollector@houstonlake.gov

City Treasurer - Kay Honeycutt
khoneycutt@houstonlake.gov

Custodian of Records -
cityclerk@houstonlake.gov

Board of Aldermen
Teena Walker-Robin nwi-
alderman@houstonlake.gov

Jesse Beshears nw2-
alderman@houstonlake.gov

Ashley Fuglestad (serving as Mayor)
swil-alderman@houstonlake.gov

Sarah Loring .
sw2-alderman@houstonlake.gov

VENETIAN GARDENS HOA OFFICERS

President - Pam Freese
(816) 726-4455

venetian.gardens.homes.assoc@gmail.com

Vice President - Frank Wilson

(816) 520-3931
imuaé2@gmail.com

Secretary - Monica Beshears
(573) 356-4118
weety30@gmail.com

Treasurer/Lake Tags - Susan Hodges
(816) 786-2377
hodges.susan@outlook.com

Board Member at Large - Mary Head
(816) 741-5639
maryjewel40@gmail.com

As most of the City Officials and

HOA Officers have full-time
jobs, phone calls may not be
answered/returned as quickly as
a text or email.

City Hall is open during meetings,
Listening Sessions,
events, and by appointment,




THE WORKS by W\A’RLENE’

a licensed Style Salov
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Tu Houston Lake!

Over 25 years of experience

Covvenient hours
Haircuts Uiquely for You
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