


September Community Calendar Events

Sept. 3" - Labor Day

Sept. 5™ - Trash Pick up

Sept. 10" - City Council Meeting, 7:30pm City Hall

Sept. 12™ - Venetian Gardens Homes Association Meeting, 7:00pm City Hall

Sept. 18" - Recycling Day

VOTER REGISTRATION SITES, PLATTE COUNTY, MISSOURI

Are You Registered to Vote? All residents of Houston Lake whether you are Owner or Renter

can register and VOTE. You must be 18 years old or older to register. You can register at any of
the sites below.

Houston Lake City Hall, 5417 NW Adrian, Registrar Mary Head (816)741.5639, call for an appointment.
Mid-Continent Public Libraries:

Boardwalk, 8600 N. Executive Hills Blvd, Kansas City: (816) 741-9011

Parkville, 8815 NW Hwy 45, Parkville: (816) 741-4721

Riverside, 2700 NW Vivion Rd, Riverside: (816) 741-6288

NOTE: In addition, Missouri Voter Registration Application postcards can be completed at any license bureau.
Oct. 10", 2018 = LAST DAY to Register to VOTE for the November 6™, 2018, General Municipal Election.
Any questions call: Platte County Board of Elections, (816)858.4400

The Arts Circle is not hosting the Pumpkin Fest this year. Our next meeting is Thursday, October 18.

Advertising at a price you can afford!!!

If you want to advertise a product or service, try the
Houston Laker. The price is the same for Small Businesses,
Individuals or Corporations.

FULL PAGE $20.00/mo. or $200.00/year
HALF PAGE $10.00/mo. or $100.00/year
LAST PAGE OF HOUSTON LAKER - Sorry, already sold!

Have your ad to me by the 24" for next month issue.
For more information call Editor Mary Head (816)741-5639.
This is the most affordable form of advertising in the Kansas City area.
And you support your home town paper.




Arts

Houston Lake Arts Circle

Seasons of the Lake
2018 Arts Show

www.facebook.com/artscircleofhoustonlake/




CITY OFFICIALS

CITY OF HOUSTON LAKE
Mayor = Pam Freese 816-726-4455
(mayor@houstonlake.net)

City Administrator
(citymanager@houstonlake.net)

City Clerk = Megan Micek 816-741-0644
(cityclerk@houstonlake.net)

Sewer Grinder Pumps
Megan Micek 816-663-0894

City Collector = Jean Anderson
(taxcollector@houstonlake.net)

Alderwoman (Ward 2 So.)/Mayor Pro Tem
Sherry Burrup 208-251-8201
(swi-alderman@houstonlake.net)

Alderman (Ward 2 So.)
Nick Jackalone 816-587-0028
(sw2-alderman@houstonlake.net)

Alderman (Ward 1 No.)
Phil Otte 816-741-5477
(nwi-alderman@houstonlake.net)

Alderman (Ward 1 No.)
Chuck Stone 816-305-3196
(nw2-alderman@houstonlake.net)

Codes Enforcement Officer

Cathy Grove 913-701-7142
(codesenforcement@houstonlake.net)

Platte County Circuit Court Clerk
Kim Johnson = 816-858-2232

Platte County Sheriff

Non emergency 816-858-2424

For emergencies please call 911
Fire Dept. Dispatcher = 816-741-1191

Fire Dept. Admin. = 816-372-9024

City of Houston Lake City Hall = 816-741-0644

VENETIAN GARDENS
HOMES ASSOCIATION (HOA)

President = Kerry Hallowell
816-695-4100

Vice President = Jeffrey Lister
573-645-7393 (lister.jeffrey@kc.sysco.com)

Public Relations Officer = Jeffrey Lister

(hoacommunications@houstonlake.net)

Secretary /Treasurer/ Lake Tags = Susan Hodges
816-786-2377 (hodges.susan@outlook.com)

Board Member = Mary Head
816-741-5639 (maryjeweld0@gmail.com)

Board Member = Teresa Olson
(teresaaolson@hotmail.com)

Registrar/Editor - Houston Laker = Mary Head
816-741-5639 (mhead@houstonlake.net)

‘Water Quality Officer = Sharron DelL.aFuente

Grow Native Officer =Jan Jackalone
816-587-0028

Dam/Watershed Officer

Projects Park & Maintenance Officer
Aerator Maintenance

Grant Funding Officer

Community Garden

For more City and Homes Association Info
goto www.houstonlake.net




USER INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT/ONE
GRINDER PUMP

Our sewage grinder pumps are aging. We are seeing a few more pump failures
than we did when our systems were new. We now know there are a few things
that can be done to help prevent premature failures. It is recommended that
you use a liquid detergent for laundering.

CARE AND USE OF YOUR GRINDER PUMP

The Environment/One grinder pump is capable of accepting and pumping a
wide range of materials. Regulatory agencies advise the following items should
not, however, be introduced into any sewer, either directly or through a
kitchen waste disposal unit: Glass, diapers, socks, rags or cloth, metal, plastic
objects (toys, utensils, etc.), seafood shells, sanitary napkins or tampons.

In addition, you must NEVER introduce into any sewer: Explosives, Strong
Chemicals, Flammable Material, Gasoline, and Lubricating Oil/Grease

Do not use caustic solutions for drain cleaning. If you must use a drain cleaner,
use an enzyme cleaner.

PERIODS OF DISUSE

We have found that in very cold weather, a pump can potentially freeze-up if
there is no water usage in the house. If you are going to be gone during the
cold weather, we would recommend that you have a friend, neighbor or
relative run some hot water down the sink every day or two. This seems to
keep the pump from freezing

CAUTION: DO NOT DISCONNECT POWER TO THE UNIT
POWER FAILURES

Your grinder pump cannot dispose of wastewater without electrical power. If
electrical power service is interrupted, keep water usage to a MINIMUM,
please!

The Environment/One Grinder Pump is installed with a warning device. The
yellow light should be removed and tested periodically. If you see a yellow
pump light on, or the horn blowing on the Southside of the Lake, or if you have
any questions about your sewer system, PLEASE call City Clerk ....

One last recommendation — DO NOT run your gutter down spouts or sump
pumps into your sewer system. Thank You, City Clerk



VENETIAN GARDENS HOMES ASSOCIATION BOARD APPLICATION

NAME DATE OF FILING

ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL

You must be a member in good standing of the Venetian Gardens Homes Association.
This means that you must be current on dues payment.

We have four vacancies on the Homes Association Board in the Annual October Meeting.

Two of the Board members will be for 1 year and 2 more Board members will be for 2
years.

Anyone interested in becoming a Board Member, please complete the application on this
page and return to any Homes Association Board Member by September 15, 2018. Thank
you.

AUDITORS NEEDED

Three volunteers are needed to “audit the books” (review the check book and other
financial records) for the Venetian Garden Homes Association.

As required by the bylaws, an audit of the books must be completed prior to the Annual
Meeting which will be held on October 10, 2018.

It is not an overwhelming task, probably an hour or two.

The Treasurer, Susan Hodges, will meet with the volunteers at City Hall to get this job
done.

So, would you like to help the Homes Association? And, if you have done an audit before,
you can offer your services again!

Call Susan Hodges 816-786-2377 or email = hodges.susan@outlook.com and offer your
services. It would be greatly appreciated.



The Wise Old Owl!!

Houston Lake is and always has been
a very unique community. Mr.
Houston who built Houston Lake
wanted this to be a place with flowers
growing everywhere, a place where
you knew your neighbors and a place
everybody was proud to call home.

Back in the 1950°s most of the women
living here was stay at home mom’s.
As I understand it on Wednesdays
they would go down to the beach talk
about various things, drink ice tea and
try to cool off as there was basically
no air conditioning back  then.
Somewhere in this time line the
Houston Lake Garden Club was
organized.

Houston Lake was well known to
have some of the best cooks in or
around Kansas City. The women in
the garden club would bake cakes,
cookies, pies and bread, take them
down to Red X in Riverside, set up
tables on the walkway in front of the
main entrance and sell them to the
customers coming into Red X.

Mr. Ed Young who owned Red X
loved having them come down there
about once a month because he
thought selling homemade baked
goods was great advertising for the
store. Years ago Houston Lake was
part of Riverside so we have always
had a strong connection to Riverside.
Houston Lake was originally a farm
pond owned by the Brenner’s who
lived at the top of the hill going into
Riverside.

“The Garden Club Did A Lot
For Houston Lake

Many of you know that Houston Lake
City Hall was originally built and paid
for by volunteers of home owners
living here. Houston Lake has always
been a place when something needed
to be done everybody got together and
did it.

The current Home Owners
Association Board is relativity new
and they are doing a great job but they
all work full time and need the support
of the community to help get things
done. Unless you have been on the
board you have no idea how many
hours the board members spend
talking to people, making phone calls,
meeting with attorneys, getting bids
on various projects, trying to collect
past dues etc., etc. We all have
opinions on what and how things
should be done but that is why we
have the HOA Board. Someone has to
be in charge to decide what they feel
will be most beneficial to the well
being of the lake. Once that is done
then the home owners can vote on the
project at hand. The final decisions
still fall into the laps of the Houston
Lake Home Owners.

If we have the money we can do
almost anything we want to. The
problem is for each project we have
there are numerous cost that do not
come to light until the actual project is
started to be worked on. You all
know what I am talking about: let’s
say you buy a car and then you have
to pay taxes on it, you have to tag it,
you have to buy insurance, etc, etc.
The same is true with trying to
maintain the lake. We all need to keep
in mind when someone says oh we
have a lot of money in the HOA bank
account that isn’t necessarily enough
money to do everything that needs to
be done all at one time.

Keeping the lake clean is an ongoing
process. A good example is you
cannot mow your yard once a year and
expect it to stay looking good forever.
The lake is no different!

Let’s go back to what the ladies
of the Garden club did to help
out the lake years ago. Instead of
saying

“It can’t be done.” We need to
say, “Yes it can and then we need
to do it.”

Thinking outside of the box §
We candoit

We can do it!
Yes we can!

Instead of raising the home owner’s
dues which will bring in very little
money we need to figure out ways to
make money to maintain the lake.
Many people are not paying their dues
now so if you raise the dues there is
going to be even more that will quit
paying. So, the reality of the thing is
we will actually be losing money.

Food for thought: How many of you
know that Warren Buffet who is a
billionaire owns Nebraska Furniture
Mart and is an environmentalist and
he lives in Omaha, Nebraska? Maybe
we should try to contact him. I
know, I know he gets hundreds of
letters and phone calls daily but if we
don’t try to reach out to people like
him nothing will happen. If we do
contact him something may happen.
Even if he can’t or won’t help us he
may have other connections that can.

Do you have any ideas on how to
make money to help keep Houston
Lake Clean?

Maybe we need a committee or think
tank to help come up with ideas...



Venetian Gardens Homes Association
Minutes

August 8, 2018

Call to order: Kerry Hallowell
The meeting was called to order at 7:00.
Roll Call: Mary Head

Members present
Kerry Hallowell
Jeff Lister
Susan Hodges
Mary Head
Teresa Olson
Minutes:

The minutes from July 11, 2018 were distributed to the Board. The president asked if there were any
corrections. None were noted. The minutes were approved.

Treasurers report:

Susan Hodges presented the Treasurer’s report and provided the members with the financial
statements for June and July 2018.

New Business:

Kerry Hallowell gave an overview of the work that needs to be done on the lake. In 2016 the silt pond
work was completed. The next step is the horseshoe. Kerry referenced the plan, Houston Lake
Observations by Steve Starrett, Ph.D. done in August 2009. If possible, the plan would be to work on the
horseshoe project this fall and then dredge in the spring. It was also noted that some members may
not understand exactly where the horseshoe is located or understand the erosion problems that exist.

Chuck Stone presented a video/slide show of the horseshoe and explained where it is located. His
presentation told of the water coming into the horseshoe not only from the main channel, but also from
another source running from 56 Street down to the back of the horseshoe. It was noted that the
culvert for this run off had been covered up and a new channel had been created but he could not
visible trace the water that was coming in to the horseshoe from this source. Chuck commended the
forum Houston Lake Recovery & Management Project Forum that Teena Walker Robin created and
thanked her for her work.

Kerry Hallowell stated that the Board met with Stinnett Construction, Edwards Construction and one
other individual requesting bids on repairing the horseshoe. The plan suggested by the construction
companies would be to grade and slope the horseshoe banks to a3 to 1 or 4 to 1 angle, remove some
vegetation and place rip rap on the banks. It was noted that recycled concrete chunks could be used
instead of rock which would make the cost less. Kerry also noted that a small silt pond on the back side



of the horseshoe might help. Jake Allman from the Missouri Department of Conservation had
suggested that additional silt ponds around the lake would help the siltation problem. Kerry advised the
members that she had just received an estimate from Stinnett which was disappointing as it carried a
price of $129,000. No other bids have yet been received.

Jeff Lister said that the Board is in the planning stage and there are other ideas to consider, such as
creating a silt pond beginning at the foot bridge, to allow for additional silt to fall out before reaching
the main body of the lake. He also noted that perhaps for the dredging, the peninsula could be made
into a bowl shape, building up the sides which would make it higher.

Kerry said that the Board was looking into different options for dredging. The Board investigated the
services of Dredge America and found that a dredge could be rented for $15,000 a month. The labor, if
provided by Dredge American would cost $1,500 per day. Alternatively Dredge America would provide a
two-day training session to the HOA and we could use volunteer labor to do the dredging. Kerry was not
sure how many people could attend the training session. This process would remove approximately
2,500 cubic feet of silt per month.

The issue of the construction site at 56" and Northwood was addressed. Kerry said that new siltation
fence had been installed after contacting the company. The silt coming in from the site is still of
concern.

The members also made other suggestions of things to consider. One was the use of a process which
utilizes bags to hold the silt dredged from the lake. The silt is placed in the bags and then the bag
permits the water to drain out. The silt dries out in the bag and is then removed.

Teresa Olson contacted a construction company that may have rock. The individual we need to talk to is
on vacation until next week.

Joe Chepren advised the Board that it would be a mistake to grade and slope the horseshoe and place
rock all along the walls of the horseshoe and remove the vegetation. The vegetation helps the erosion
and the rock would eventually erode from the back side. He suggested that the horseshoe be terraced,
the vegetation left in place and rock added only to a certain level.

A guest and future HOA member, Mark Enright, also spoke about removing the vegetation. Mark and
his family are in the process of purchasing a house on the lake and will close on it soon. He is certified in
soil erosion and agreed with Joe that removing the vegetation would be a mistake. He also noted that
construction companies are in the business to sell rock and are not engineers or consultants.

Financing the project was also discussed and an increase in dues was suggested.

Jewel Head stated that the horseshoe had washed in previously many times and when that happened
equipment was brought in to remove the dirt,

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

Minutes submitted by : Susan Hodges, Secretary



City of Houston Lake
City Council Meeting
July09, 2018

The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on July 9, 2018 at 7:30pm at City Hall —
5417 Adrian Ave Houston Lake, MO 64151.

The following members were present: Alderman Nick Jackalone, Alderman Phil Otte, Alderman Chuck
Stone, Alderman Burrup. Mayor Freese is absent, Alderman Burrup serving as Mayor Pro Tem.

Opening Session:
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Burrup at 7:30p.m.
Public Discussion:
Charles Cliburn - 5308 NW Edgewood Trail — fence and trellis discussion. Bridge discussion.

Jan Jackalone — 5279 NW Edgewood Trail — fence and trellis discussion, thank you to Al Horrine
to his work around the lake. Could use some volunteers for the community garden program.

Teresa Olsen — 5347 NW Edgewood Cir - Interested in cleanup of shoreline by use of goats.
Watermain break in her yard this past week.

Minutes 6-11-2018

Motion to approve the minutes from 6-11-2018 and tonight’s agenda made by Alderman Stone,
Second by Alderman Otte.

Yes: Otte, Stone, Jackalone

Motion carries.

Building /Burning Permits — None

Treasures Repot

Motion to approve treasures report for July09, 2018 made by Alderman Otte, second by
Alderman Stone

Yes: Otte, Stone, Jackalone

Motion carries

Collectors Report

Report is included with the official packet — refund from the tree grant is included in this report.

Paybills — Resolution 07.09.18
Motion to approve Resolution 07.09.18 made by Alderman Otte, second by AldermanStone.

Yes: Stone, Otte, Jackalone
Motion carries

Emergency Management



City of Houston Lake
City Council Meeting
July09, 2018

Fire Department — No report available
Police Department —No report available
Codes Enforcement
Cathy Groves presented report for June 2018. Official report is included in the packet.
City Administrator Report
City administrator was not present, no report available
Venetian Garden Homes Association Report
No representative available
Old Business
None
New Business
None
Alderman Reports
Alderman Jackalone — No report
Alderman Burrup — No report
Alderman Otte — Thank you to Al Horrine, city truck was leaking oil, it was taken to the shop.
Alderman Stone - Erosion control permit requirements
Mayors Report
Mayor Freese was absent, no report
Adjournment -

Alderman Stone motioned to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Otte second. Yes: Otte, Burrup,
Jackalone, Stone. Motion Carries.

Meeting adjourned at8:20pm by Mayor Pro Tem Alderman Burrup.

Next Meeting will be held August 13" 2018 at 7:30pm



MISSOURI VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION

Use this application to: Box 5 -- Home Address

1. Register to vote in any election in Missouri. List your home address. DO NOT put your mailing address if it differs from your
2. Register to vote when you move from one jurisdiction (St. Louis City, Kansas home address.

City, or any county) to another jurisdiction (St. Louis City, Kansas City, or any Box 6 -- Mailing Address

county) within Missouri. If you get your mail at an address other than your home address in Box 5, put that
3. Change the address on a current voter registration when you move within a address here in this box.

jurisdiction. Box 7 -- Driver’s License Number

Required for registration unless you do not have a Driver’s License. (§115.158,
RSMo.) If you do not have a Driver’s License, leave blank.

Box 8 -- Last Four Digits of Social Security Number

Required for registration unless you do not have a Social Security Number.
(§115.155, RSMo, §115.158, RSMo.) If you do not have a Social Security Number,

4. Change the name on a current voter registration.

Other information:

1. You must be 18 years of age by the day of a particular election to be eligible to
vote in that election.

2. If mailed, this form must be postmarked by the 4th Wednesday preceding an

election to be eligible to vote in that election. If delivered in person, it must be Igs;egb_l_agl;te of Birth

received in the office of the election authority by the 4th Wednesday preceding an Place your date of birth in this box (Month, Day,Year). DO NOT USE TODAY’S DATE!
election. (See reverse for election calendar.) Box 10 - Place of Birth (Optional)

3. Submitting this application to an individual other than the election authority List your place of birth (city/county/state).

does not insure timely voter registration. Box 11 -- Daytime Phone Number (Optional)

4. After the election authority receives your voter registration application, you will be Please list a number at which the election authority may contact you for clarification
sent confirmation within 7 business days. If you do not receive confirmation, of information.

contact the election authority. Box 12 -- Last Voter Registration Information

5. If you wish to serve as an election judge on election day please contact your If you are currently registered, please list the name and address of your last registration
local election authority and mark the box at the bottom of this form. including county and state.

6. Optional—If registering by mail for the first time, please submit a copy of one of Box 13 -- Signature

the following forms of identification: current or valid photo ID, current utility bill, Review the information. If you meet the requirements and all is correct, sign your
bank statement, government check, paycheck or other government document full name or make your mark and print today’s date.

Box 14 -- Rural Voters
If you live in a rural area without a street address, please supply information which
may help in placing you in the proper voting district.

that shows your name and address, birth certificate, Native American tribal
document or other proof of United States citizenship. (You will be required to
present identification when you vote.)

Completing this form (All information is required unless indicated as optional):
Boxes 1 and 2 -- Citizen and Age Requirements

Federal Law requires voter registration applicants to answer these two questions.
Box 3 -- Type of Application

Check appropriate box if this is a new registration or if you are changing a name or
address on your current voter registration.

Box 4 -- Name

Put in this box your full name (Last, First, Middle). DO NOT use nicknames or initials.
For name changes, Box 12 should contain your old name.

YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE CONFIRMED BY MAIL WITHIN SEVEN (7) BUSINESS DAYS OF ITS RECEIPT BY THE
ELECTION AUTHORITY. PLEASE CONTACT THE ELECTION AUTHORITY IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE NOTIFICATION.
(DETACH HERE - KEEP TOP PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS) This card is not proof of registration.
(?"*:f; MISSOURI VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION
VE25Y USE PEN - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

1 | ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA? [] YES |:| NO ‘ 2 ‘ WILL YOU BE 18 YEARS OF AGE ON OR BEFORE ELECTION DAY? [JYES ~ []JNO
If you checked no in response to either of the above questions, do not complete this form.
3 | [ NEW REGISTRATION [] ADDRESS CHANGE [ NAME CHANGE \ FOR OFFICE USE ONLY REGISTRATION NO.
4 | LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME SUFFIX (JR, Il, ETC.)
O wmace [ Femace
5 | ADDRESS WHERE YOU LIVE (HOUSE NO., STREET, APT. NO. OR RURAL ROUTE AND BOX - NO PO CITY COUNTY ZIP CODE
BOXES)
6 | ADDRESS WHERE YOU GET YOUR MAIL (REQUIRED IF DIFFERENT FROM #5 ABOVE) CITY STATE ZIP CODE
MO
7 | DRIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER 8 | LAST 4 DIGITS OF SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER*
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A DRIVER'S LICENSE, IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PLEASE LEAVE BLANK.
PLEASE LEAVE BLANK.
9 | DATE OF BIRTH (MM/DD/YYYY) 10 | PLACE OF BIRTH (OPTIONAL) 11 | DAYTIME PHONE NO. (OPTIONAL)
12| NAME AND ADDRESS ON LAST VOTER REGISTRATION 13
NAME | hereby certify that | am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the state of
Missouri. | am at least seventeen and one half years of age. | have not been adjudged
incapacitated by any court of law. If | have been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor
ADDRESS connected with the right of suffrage, | have had the voting disabilities resulting from such
conviction removed pursuant to law. | swear under penalty of perjury that all statements
cITy STATE made on this card are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. | understand that if |
register to vote knowing that | am not legally entitled to register, | am committing a class one
COUNTY N . . . .
election offense and may be punished by imprisonment of not more than five years or by a
If currently registered in another state or county please complete this box. fine of between two thousand five hundred dollars and ten thousand dollars or by both such
14| RURAL VOTERS: COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS OF imprisonment and fine.
ANY CITY.
1 live miles (N S E or W) of
(landmark or junction).
Section, Township and range
Signature
My neighbors are Date 9
D Check here if you are interested in working as an Election Judge Warning: Conviction for making a false statement may result in imprisonment for up to five years and/or a fine up to $10,000.

MO 231-0169 (REVISED 04-07) “Required for registration pursuant to §115.155 RSMo and §115.158 RSMo.



. Place
Postage
. Here

MO

Platte County Election Board
2600 NW Prairie View Rd.

PO Box 560

Platte City, MO 64079

FOLD HERE

Mailing Instructions

1. Sign the form.

2. Fold this sheet with address showing.

3. Fold and insert completed voter application.
4. Tape edges.

5. Apply postage.

6. Mail.






The Works by Marlene

816.587.1550
by appointment only

A Full Service Salon in Your Neighborhood
*Over Thirty years of experience!™
If you're still not sure. .. call for a free consultation!

Specializing in Custom Color
Designed for Your skin tones and eye color!

Specialty Perms for just the right look,

Connected or Discmnectec{ haircuts!!!
Waxing, Waxing, Waxing. ..
Paraffin for Dry Skin!




