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                 4th of July Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2016 



Garage Sale Bingo 



                          Community 

                       Calendar Events 
       

           Aug. 1st    -  Houston Lake Arts Circle 

                                Entry Form Deadline for Art Show 

           Aug. 2nd   -  Primary Election at Wexford Place 

           Aug. 8th   -  City Council Meeting – City Hall 

                                7:00pm – Tax Rate Hearing  

                                7:30pm – Meeting 

           Aug. 13th  -  Houston Lake Open House Forum 

                                 9:00am – 11:00am – City Hall 

           Aug. 14th  -  Houston Lake Arts Circle 

                               Artwork Entry Deadline for Art Show, 2 - 4pm City Hall 

           Aug. 17th  -  Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

                               Meeting 6:30pm City Hall 

           Aug. 20th  - Houston Lake Arts Circle 

                                “Drip, Dribble & Splash” Art Show 

                                  Grand Opening 4 – 6pm, City Hall 

           Aug. 21st  -  Houston Lake Arts Circle 

                                “Drip, Dribble & Splash” Art Show 

                                  2 – 4pm, City Hall 

 

           Editor’s Note:  I would like to “thank” Andy Spottswood for printing       

                                   all the color pages in the Houston Lakers. 

 



4th of July Celebration a Success! 
 
Many thanks to all who attended and participated in this year's 4th 
of July activities.  From the Pet Contest, Bike Parade, Potluck 
Supper, White Elephant Bingo, and amazing Fireworks' Show, the 
day was filled with fun, friendship, and a wonderful sense of 
community.     
 
Thank you to Pam and Drew Freese, Melinda and John Cook, 
Lisa, Joe and Anthony Chepren for all their work to make the 
day's events a success!  I want to thank all the kids for bringing 
your pets to the contest (who knew we had such talented pets?), 
riding your bikes, dancing and playing bingo.   
 
On behalf of all the residents of the city, I want to recognize and 
offer a special thank you to Rick Cowan, who has organized and 
directed the beautiful fireworks' show for the past 17 years.  
Everyone agreed this year's celebration was the best one ever!  
 
We also want to thank Rick's crew of volunteers who attended 
special training and set up and helped make the display go boom 
with perfect synchronization.   
 
Mike Hallauer 
Dennis Hallauer 
Brittany Hallauer 
David Hallauer 
Jeff Smith 
Amy Stone 
Natalie Kincaid 
Nathan Kincaid 



             
              CITY OFFICIALS   
        CITY OF HOUSTON LAKE                                          

   
Mayor 
Joyce Kullman 
816-547-8173 
(mayor@houstonlake.net) 
 

City Administrator 

Joe Chepren 
816-741-0644 

(citymanager@houstonlake.net) 
 

City Clerk/Sewer Grinder Pumps 
Melinda Cook 
816-352-8401 
(cityclerk@houstonlake.net) 
 

City Collector 
Jean Anderson 
816-645-1529 
(collector@houstonlake.net) 
 

Alderwoman (Ward 1 So.) 
Pam Freese 
816-726-4455 
(Sw1-alderman@houstonlake.net) 
 

Alderman (Ward 1 So.) 
Rick Cowan 
816-741-3199 
(Sw2-alderman@houstonlake.net) 
 

Alderman (Ward 2 No.) 
Phil Otte 
816-741-5477 
(Nw1-alderman@houstonlake.net) 
 

Alderwoman (Ward 2 No.) 
Evadene Judge 
816-321-2239 
(Nw2-alderman@houstonlake.net) 
 

Municipal Judge 
Greg Dorsey 
816-785-4284 
 

Court Clerk 
Sharon Brandt 
816-785-4284 
 

Codes Enforcement Officer 
Ethan Dean 
816-741-o644 
(Edean@houstonlake.net) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 VENETIAN GARDENS 
HOMES ASSOCIATION (HOA)      
 
President 
Dam/Watershed Officer/Projects 
Joe Chepren 
816-741-0644 
 

Vice President 
Nick Jackalone 
816-587-0028 
 

Secretary / Treasurer/Notary Public 
Jan Jackalone 
816-587-0028 
(janjackalone@hotmail.com) 
(Lake Tags) 
 

Board Member/Wildlife Control Officer 
Janette Boehm 
816-746-8258 
(jboehm5@kc.rr.com) 
 

Board Member 
Carolyn Carey 
816-309-2574 
cacareyc21@gmail.com 
 

Registrar/Editor – Houston Laker 
Mary Head 
816-741-5639 
 

Grant Funding Officer 
Pam Freese 
 

Special Events Officer 
Melinda Cook 
 

Offsite Engineering 
Anthony Chepren 
 

Aerator Maintenance 
Gary Halterman 
 

Water Quality Officer 
Sharron DeLaFuente 
 
Wild Grow Program Officer 
Linda Kramer 
 
City of Houston Lake 
City Hall   816-741-0644 
 
For more City and Homes Association Info 
go to    www.houstonlake.net     
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Please Join Us!  Save the Date! 

Houston Lake Open House Forum 

Saturday, August 13, 2016 

9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

City Hall 

 

Please join us for coffee and donuts and the opportunity 

to meet your council and Venetian Gardens Homes 

Association leaders and learn about plans for the 

community.  We invite you to share your ideas and get 

involved.     

  

 



 

           Houston Lake Arts Circle 

                Calendar of Events 

                            2016 

 

August 1         Entry Form Deadline for Art Show 

 

August 14       Artwork Entry Deadline for Art Show         
 

August 20  “Drip, Dribble & Splash” Art Show Opening 

   Saturday from 4pm to 6pm 

 

August 21 “Drip, Dribble & Splash” Art Show 

   Sunday from 2pm to 4pm 

 

September 28  Arts Circle Meeting, 7pm 

 

October 5        Fall Pumpkin Festival (date tentative) 

 

November 23  Arts Circle Meeting, 7pm 

 

December       Holiday Caroling (date TBA) 



 

 

Children’s Workshop 

“Drip, Dribble and Splash” 

Painting and Drawing Fun 

June 26, 2016 

 



 We had so much fun last year and enjoyed so many wonderful entries into the Art 

Show that we’re going to make it an annual event.  All of you, our local resident artists, are 

invited to once again submit your work for the 2016 Houston Lake Arts Circle’s Art Show.   

 

 So, once again we are putting out a Call To Artists on the Lake—and that means 

young and old!  We are asking for entries of artwork by our residents that can be displayed in 

City Hall for a limited, rotating exhibition. 

 

 “Drip, Dribble and Splash” is the theme.  The Grand Opening will be August 

20th, from 4 to 6 pm, and August 21st, from 2 to 4 pm, and all entries will be exhibited for 

those two days.  After that, the accepted pieces will be displayed on a rotating basis, giving 

each artist some time to grace City Hall, and show off to our community what talented     

people we have and what inspires them to create. 

 

  What you enter can be any artistic expression that is inspired by the words  “Drip, 

Dribble and Splash”.   Any artistic expression includes, but is not limited to, drawing, 

painting, photography, fiber arts, sculpture, film, video, music, poetry, storytelling and dance.  

We will have a review committee to determine appropriate artistic expression, exhibit   

scheduling and display criteria.  Specific guidelines and details for submissions are on the 

entry form on the other side.   

 

 Still have questions?  Come to Houston Lake Arts Circle’s regular meeting to hear 

more, or call Linda Kramer, President at 816-225-4110. 

 

  2016 Houston Lake Arts Circle’s Art Show 

 

       

CALL TO ARTISTS  
 

 

 

 

 

“Drip, Dribble and Splash!” 



1. All Artwork must be original, created by the registered artist or artists.  No more than two entries per artist or a group of artists, but more 

than one artist may submit from a single Houston Lake family. 

2. The Call to Artists opens on March 23, 2016 and submissions will be accepted at any regular monthly meeting of the HLAC. Extra entry 

forms are available then as well.  All entry forms must be in by August 1, 2016.  Entry forms may be mailed to the Houston Lake Arts 

Circle, c/o City Hall, 5417 N Adrian, Houston Lake, Mo 64151.  They may also be dropped off at City Hall, or given to an HLAC board 
member, or delivered during the regular monthly meeting of the HLAC ( the third Saturday of the month at 10 am.) 

3. Deadline for final delivery of entered pieces is Sunday, August 14 between 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm, or by special arrangement via     

appointment with an Arts Circle board member. Delivery can also be made at any monthly meeting of HLAC at City Hall. 

4. Visual art in two dimensions cannot exceed 30” x 36”.  All two dimensional art will need to be museum wrapped canvas, or framed, and 

ready to hang with wire.  HLAC does have some frames available for use in limited sizes—please inquire about using those. 

5. Three-dimensional art, such as sculptures for indoor display cannot exceed 3’ x 3’, are to weight less than 50 pounds and must be free-

standing. Sculptures for outdoor display cannot exceed 3’w x 6’h, must be freestanding and weatherproof. 

6. Other art forms that need to be filmed or recorded cannot exceed ten minutes of performance time, and must be in a standard format. 

Permission will be asked to display these pieces on social media sites, as well as, at a City Hall Screening for the exhibit opening.     

Contact Rick Cowan with questions at 816-536-9282. 

7. All accepted entries will be displayed during the opening weekend of “Drip, Dribble and Splash”.  The review committee will deter-

mine the schedule that each piece will be on display following that and will notify the artist accordingly.  All pieces must remain up dur-
ing their scheduled time. All pieces will remain property of the artist. The artist is responsible for collecting their work when the        

exhibition ends. Any work not reclaimed after 4 weeks past the end date becomes property of HLAC. 

 

Complete BOTH the following entry forms to submit. Submit Entry Form A to HLAC, attach Form B to your entry.  

 

Drip, Dribble and Splash!:  Entry Form A 
Sponsored by Houston Lake Arts Circle 

 

(please print) 

Artist Name 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone #______-_________-____________________     
 

Address: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

If a child,  Age:________   Parent’s signature _________________________________ 

 

 

 

Circle Form of ART entering:     Dance     Performance     Painting      Sculpture        

 

 Poetry      Photography      Fiber Art       Film       Drawing       Other  

 

If other, describe: _________________________________________________. 

 

Title of piece: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Physical description of piece: 

  

Height ______ Width______ Depth _____  Time _______ Media_________  

 

Do you grant permission to have your submission on HLAC’s Facebook page?        

YES           NO           
   

HLAC will do our best to care for your entry.  However, we will not be responsible for 

any damage that it may incur.   

 

Signature: __________________________________________________________   

 

Date _________________ 
 

 

Sponsored by Houston Lake Arts Circle (HLAC) 

“Looking Out My Back Door” 

Entry Form and Guidelines: 

 

Drip, Dribble and Splash!:  Entry Form B 
Sponsored by Houston Lake Arts Circle 

 

(please print) 

Artist Name 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone #______-_________-____________________     
 

Address: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

If a child,  Age:________   Parent’s signature:_________________________________ 

 

 

 

Circle Form of ART entering:     Dance     Performance     Painting      Sculpture        

 

 Poetry      Photography      Fiber Art       Film       Drawing       Other  

 

If other, describe: _________________________________________________. 

 

Title of piece: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Physical description of piece: 

  

Height ______ Width______ Depth _____  Time _______ Media_________  

 

Do you grant permission to have your submission on HLAC’s Facebook page?        

YES           NO           
   

HLAC will do our best to care for your entry.  However, we will not be responsible for 

any damage that it may incur.   

 

Signature: __________________________________________________________   

 

Date _________________ 
 

 







 Don’t Forget 
Your 

Missouri 
Fishing 

License and 
a Houston 

Lake “2016 
Red  

Wristband”!! 
 

Lake Residents from the age of 16 

through 64 need a Missouri 

Fishing License and a Houston 

Lake 2016 Red Wristband in 

order to fish in Houston Lake.  

Residents 65 and over need only a 

2016 Red Wristband. 
 

No Fishing in the Beach Area. 
 

To get your 2016 Red Wristbands 

call Homes Association 

Secretary/Treasurer Jan Jackalone, 

816-587-0028. 
 

The Wristbands are FREE if your 

Homes Association dues are paid. 
 

Guests of Residents must have 

that Residents 

2016 

Wristband 

with them 

when they are 

on or around 

the lake and 

Homes 

Association 

property. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Homes Association Rules and                

Regulations               
 

1. Lake Wristbands will be issued to lot 

owners who have paid the current 

years Homes Association fee. Lot 

owners will be responsible for all 

wristbands issued to their property. 

2. Lake Wristband must be worn by 

Residents, Lot Owners and Guests. 

Wristband should be visible. 

3. Private property. No trespassing. 

Residents, lot owners and guests only. 

4. Property owners are responsible for 

the conduct and actions of their guest 

at all times. 

5. No DIVING from the Swimming 

Docks because of shallow water. 

6. No. swimming after 9:00p.m. 

7. Alcohol will not be allowed in the 

beach area. 

8. Animals will not be allowed in the 

beach area. 

9. Fishing will not be allowed in the 

swimming area. 

10. No disorderly conduct. 

11. All Rules and Regulations of the 

Missouri State Conservation 

Commission will apply. 

12. No trot lines, jug lines or unattended 

fishing lines are permitted. 

13. All Terrain Vehicles, motor bikes, 

motor cycles and motor scooters are 

prohibited from operating on Homes 

Association property. 

 

NOTE: A complete list of Rules and 

Regulations may be obtained at City Hall 

or by contacting any Homes Association 

Official. 



Beach area 

 

The Fecal Coliforms Test performed July 18, 2016 by Water 
Quality Officer; Sharron DeLaFuente at the beach dock, water 
sample is considered Normal. The Fecal Coliforms(water) is 49,  
anything under 200 is good. 

 
It is safe to swim at the beach. 

 
Children under 14 years of age require 

Adult supervision when using the beach area. 

State Law 

 
                                                          Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

 

 

 



Venetian Gardens Homes Association   

Minutes of July 20, 2016 Meeting   

  

The meeting started promptly at 6:30 p.m.  Vice President, Nick Jackalone, welcomed everyone and asked 

that cell phones be turned off before the meeting would begin.  He asked Joyce Kullman to take roll call.  

Present were Nick Jackalone, Vice President and Jan Jackalone, Secretary/Treasurer.  There were 14 

households represented.   

  

Introduction  

Due to the resignations of Sherry Burrup, Justin Burrup and Craig Sovereign in June, three residents were 

appointed to serve on the board until the October 2016 meeting:  Joe Chepren, Janette Boehm, and Carolyn 

Carey.  (Per Section 12, Bylaws).  Joe Chepren will serve as board president until the October election.  

  

Roll Call  

President - Joe Chepren  

Vice President - Nick Jackalone  

Secretary/Treasurer - Jan Jackalone  

Board Member - Carolyn Carey  

Board Member - Janette Boehm  

  

2016 Purpose Task Plan (Exhibit A 10212015-TP) was reviewed and adopted:  

T1) Review, understand, and uphold the restrictions / By-laws agreement as written.    

T2) Implement / maintain approved annual cash flow budget.  

T3) Reach out to HOA members that have joined our community.   

T4) Do a visional survey of VGHA property lines and document maintenance plan for each area.  (i.e. 

Shelter building, Fences, Bridges, Docks, Pumps / Equipment, Trees / vegetation, erosion, etc.)  These 

inspections will be helpful in prioritizing maintenance scheduling, creating SOPs for each task, and how 

funds are to be used from the annual cash flow budget.    

T5) Form a Task Management group from VGHA members with strong skill sets for assisting with 

collection of above data, and reviewing the pros / cons and impacts of each task / purposed project.    

T6) Continue the research / documentation of our purposed projects. Round table discussions with Task 

Management  group to consider pros / cons of each project, and maximizing end results for dollars spent.   

    

The Sub Committees will help the Board in matters relating to the Homes Association and Property/Lake 

Management.  They are:   

    

Introduction and Roll Call of Sub Committee Leaders  

Audit Committee - pending  

Grant Funding Officer/Editor - Pam Freese  

Dam/Watershed Officer/Projects - Joe Chepren 

 Parks and Maintenance - pending  

Wildlife Control Officer - Janette Boehm  
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Wild Grow Program Officer - Linda Kramer  

Special Events Officer - Melinda Cook  

Water Quality Officer - Sharron DeLafuente  

Houston Laker Editor - Mary Head  

Aerator Maintenance - Gary Halterman   

Offsite Engineering - Anthony Chepren  

  

Minutes   

Minutes from the June 2016 meeting were approved by a show of hands.  The minutes are published in the 

Houston Laker.  

  

Collector's Report  

Jan Jackalone, Treasurer, presented the Collector's Report. As of July 15, 2016, there are 16 members who 

are delinquent in their due payments.  The Board will consider further action.  The report was approved by 

a show of hands.  

  

Treasurer's Report  

Jan Jackalone, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer's Report:  $154,812.30   The report 

was approved by a show of hands.  

   

2016 Budget Report  

Joe Chepren, President, reviewed the Proposed Amended 2016 Budget.  The budget was  

approved by a show of hands.  

  

Old Business  

No old business.  

  

New Business  

• Janette Boehm, Wild Life Control Officer, reported she had to dispose of a dead goose recently, cause 

of death probably a broken neck.   

• Linda Kramer, Wild Grow Program Officer, presented information about introducing noninvasive 

Missouri native plants to the community.  Benefits include less mowing costs, and providing more food 

and habitat for Monarch Butterflies and birds, among other wildlife.  Linda passed around a sign-up 

sheet for volunteers to join her committee to gather more information and to create a plan.  She also 

recommended residents visit the Missouri Dept. of Conservation and the Missouri Prairie Foundation 

websites for more information.  

• Sharron DeLafluente, Water Quality Officer, reported she had just taken samples and is waiting on the 

results.  If there is a problem with ecoli, signs will be placed at the beach closing it to swimmers.  

• Pam Freese, Grant Funding Officer/Editor asked if the HOA meeting dates could be changed due to a 

scheduling conflict starting when school resumes. The Board will discuss options.  

   

There was no further public discussion.   

  

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.  Next meeting is scheduled for August 17, 2016, at 6:30 PM.   
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Income - Period Covered January 1 - June 30, 2016

General Fund 103,415.77 
Road Fund 6,328.74     
Grinder Pump Fund 8,883.57     
Fire Protection Fund 19,511.55   
Total 138,139.63$  

Expenses - Period Covered January 1 - June 30, 2016

General Fund 106,746.20 
Road Fund 2,343.37     
Grinder Pump Fund 2,645.05     
Fire Protection Fund 9,500.02     
Total 121,234.64$  

Total Funds as of June 30, 2016

General Fund 75,055.72   
Road Fund 7,721.77     
Grinder Pump Fund 9,482.40     
Fire Protection Fund 23,201.16   
Municipal Court Account 859.01        
Municipal Court Bond Account 519.75        
County Transportation Tax 65,800.49   
General Fund CD 23,670.04   
Grinder Pump CD 12,533.17   
Mill and Overlay CD 26,051.35   
Mill and Overlay CD 15,146.97   
Mill and Overlay CD 15,270.92   
Road Fund CD 57,820.26   
Sewer Fund CD 10,097.98   
Sewer Fund CD 5,022.59     
Total  348,253.58$  

Financial Statement

City of Houston Lake

As of June 30, 2016
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City of Houston Lake 

Official Minutes of the Council Meeting 

June 13, 2016 
 

The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on June 13, 2016 at City Hall. 

The following members were present: Mayor Joyce Kullman, Aldermen Phil Otte, Evadene  

Judge, Pam Freese, and excused was Rick Cowan. 

 

Opening Session 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Kullman.  

 

Mayor Kullman asked for a moment of silence for the tragic event that took place in Orlando, 

Florida. 

 

Public Discussion  
State Representative Kevin Corlew attended the meeting to introduce himself and ask for 

questions from the audience.  Mayor Kullman inquired about the top highlights of his session 

and he touched on these issues: 

a.  Restrictions on lobbying by former government officials 

b.  How campaign money is spent 

c.  Education 

d.  Balanced budget 

e.  Public safety 

f.  Criminal Justice 

g. Lawsuit Reform Bill 

h. Vehicle sales tax 

i.  Municipal Court Reform Bill 

 

Alderman Freese inquired about the Education Bill that will go into effect in 2018-2019; all 

students will be screened for dyslexia.  Ms. Freese asked at what age the students will be 

screened.  State Representative Corlew answered accordingly.  

 

Minutes May 9, 2016 

The May 9, 2016 minutes were approved by general consent. 

 

Building Permit 

A new building permit for 5335 NW Edgewood Circle was approved by Council.   

 

Treasurer's Report 

Mayor Kullman informed everyone that the general fund CD matured, and would be rolled over 

for the time being.  Mayor Kullman informed everyone that the mill & overlay CD, and the road 

fund CD will mature this month and can be used to fund road work.  Alderman Freese inquired 

as to why a check for $279.76 came out of our road fund account.  Mayor Kullman will check 

into this matter. The Treasurer's report was approved by the Council. 
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The Treasurer's report shows a balance of $353,280.31. 

 

Resolution 6-13-16 (paybills) 

The City Council approved Resolution 6-13-16 unanimously. 

  

City Administrator Report 

City Administrator Joe Chepren expressed his gratitude towards Mayor Joyce, Ethan, Glen, 

Tony, and Anthony for all their help on City Clean Up Day.  He thanked Nick Jackalone for 

spending that morning helping him clean out the maintenance building, and to City Clerk 

Melinda Cook for helping with follow up on his behalf.  He also thanked the mayor for all the 

work she does and for making all of our jobs a little more enjoyable. 

   

City Administrator Chepren stated that there were concerns from several residents at last month's 

public discussion about the erosion and traffic impact from the project on Northwood and 56th 

Street.  He has identified that the project is in the watershed and has searched out the 

development company and exchanged several emails sharing the residents' concerns.  The 

developer has taken action to correct the BMPs (best management practices), and Mr. Chepren 

has scheduled a site meeting on Friday, June 17th to survey the site to ensure BMPs are in place. 

   

City Administrator Chepren informed everyone that the road survey work has been completed on 

the southeast section of Houston Lake from the dam to the start of the new pavement on NW 

Edgewater Trail.  The survey work will continue on the East and West sections by Venetian over 

the next month. 

 

City Administrator Chepren provided an update to the culvert cleaning project; all work has been 

shut down.  It has been decided by some of the residents that use of his personal equipment and 

his endless, countless hours of effort were not needed, and therefore he has removed himself and 

his equipment from any further work for the community of Houston Lake.  He would like to 

make this public knowledge and let everyone know that he is not one to walk away from 

unfinished projects, but in this case he will. He will contact vendors to get bids on the City's 

behalf for completion of the work.  Resident Janette Boehm informed everyone that she walks 

through the lake and is very impressed by the amount of work Joe has done for our community.  

 

City Administrator Chepren informed everyone that people have been calling City Hall to report 

the bridge conditions, and someone even reported getting a flat tire.  He has pre-drilled and 

respiked the loose tread plates.  He also stated that the traffic impact to our bridge is a concern, 

and that the largest percentage of the traffic isn't even from residents of Houston Lake.  Resident 

Boehm stated that she noticed the bridge work that had been done and thanked Mr. Chepren for 

his work. 

   

City Administrator Chepren stated that he, Mayor Kullman, and Melinda Cook, City Clerk, met 

with John Bellerive from Haynes Equipment last week to discuss the grinder pumps.  Mr. 

Chepren informed everyone that we are in the process of implementing a global pump inspection 

to gather information to create a plan to move forward.  He will give an update upon completion 

of the onsite inspection by Haynes' employees. 
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Mayor Kullman informed everyone that Haynes Equipment will be conducting a global 

inspection next Tuesday and Wednesday to determine how old each pump is, when it was 

installed, and pump's wiring.  A letter will be mailed to the 37 residences which have grinder 

pumps.   

 

Sheriff’s Report 
The Platte County Sheriff's Department submitted a police report for the month of May, 2016.  

 

Codes' Enforcement Report 

A codes' report was presented to council and attendees.  Codes Enforcement Officer Ethan Dean 

stated that he had received some questions as to why some people get five days to resolve an 

issue and some people get 30 days.  Mr. Dean informed everyone that it is in the City Codes that 

if it is a lawn issue the homeowner has five days, and if it is the removal of trees or vehicles it is 

30 days.  Mr. Dean further stated that he had spoken with the city attorney and was informed that 

after going through the court system there is a new owner for the property at 5426 NW Venetian 

Circle.  Mr. Dean also inquired as to who is responsible for a tree that has fallen and is partially 

in the lake; is it the HOA or the homeowner's responsibility?  Council will research and let him 

know.  He also stated that while four people will be summoned to court, for the most part 

everyone has been pretty cooperative and progress is being made.  Mayor Kullman asked if 

anyone had seen any activity at 5420 NW Houston Lake Drive.  No one has. The City will 

continue to have the yard mowed until owners can be identified and the invoices will be added to 

the home's tax bill.  If anyone sees any activity at the residence please contact our Codes 

Enforcement Officer Dean.    

 

Emergency Management 

No report  

 

Reports from Aldermen  
Alderman Judge - Alderman Evadene Judge shared an article that was posted in the Kansas 

City Star that highlighted the benefits of living in Platte County. 

   

Alderman Otte –Alderman Phil Otte thanked everyone that volunteered for the City Clean Up 

Day. 

   

Alderman Freese - Alderman Pam Freese stated that she attended the Missouri Municipal 

League Conference along with Mayor Kullman and found it to be very informative.  She briefly 

gave an overview on these topics: 

a. The Sunshine Law 

b. Closed session Meetings 

c. Community Building 

d. Revenue Streams 

 

Alderman Cowan – excused 

     

Mayors Report  
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Mayor Kullman thanked all the volunteers who helped with City Clean Up Day.  This will be the 

last time the city offers the free dumpsters due to problems with the event.  Several non-residents 

dumped items, many people dumped illegal items, and some people abused the access to free 

dumpsters.  Some of the volunteers were verbally abused by people dropping off items.  It is 

obvious that the original intent/spirit of the event (to help residents) is no longer there and is a 

waste of the city's resources.     

 

Mayor Kullman stated that on July 4th at 11:00 am at the Mayors' park there will be a pet show, 

followed by a kids' bike parade across the dam at 11:30 am. Kids of all ages are welcome.  At 

4:00 pm our traditional pot luck will be held at City Hall.  The city will provide hot dogs, 

hamburgers, and brats; we ask residents bring lawn chairs and a side dish. We will play garage 

sale bingo followed by fireworks at dark.  Alderman Rick Cowan will put on the fireworks show 

and is in need of a volunteer to assist. 

 

Mayor Kullman informed everyone that we received an estimate from Sullivan to update our 

City's Codes book. 

 

Closed Session 

None 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 



 

 

Cast Your Official Ballot of the 

“Primary Election” 

Tuesday, August 2nd, 2016 

at 

 

 

6500 N. Cosby Ave. 

 

From I-29: west on Hwy 45 (64th St.) to N. Cosby Ave. Turn right on N. 

Cosby Ave., then left into the entrance to Wexford Place. The poll site 

will be set up in the Stafford Room, just past the reception desk. 

Time 6:00a.m. to 7:00p.m. 

 

Platte County Board of Election (816) 858-4400 

Any Questions please call: 

City Clerk – Melinda Cook = (816) 352-8401 

Editor – Mary Head = (816) 741-5639 

 

 



 

Wanted Old Houston Laker’s 

Please help me complete our archives of Houston Laker’s.  Below is a list, by year, of the 

Houston Laker’s that are missing. If you have any of the missing copies please contact  

Mary Head at 816-741-5639. I will take copies of these and return the originals back to you. 

 

1957 – missing Sept., Oct., Nov., and Dec. 

1958 – missing all 

1959 – missing all 

1960 – missing all but April 

1961 – missing all 

1962 -  missing all but February 

1963  - missing all but March, April, August 

1964 – missing all 

1965 – missing all 

1966 – missing all 

1967 – missing all but December 

1968 – missing April, July, August, September, October, November and December 

1969 – missing August, September, November 

1970 – missing January, February April, November and December 

1971 – missing July, August, September 

1972 – missing April, May, June, July, August, September October, November and Dec. 

1973 – missing March, May, July, September and December 

1974 – missing January, February, March, September and December 

1975 – missing January, March, July, August, September, October, November and Dec. 

1976 – missing March, May, June, July, August, October, November and December 

1977 – missing all 

1978 – missing January, March, July, September, November 

1979 – missing January, April, June, July, October and December 

1980 – missing February, April, July, September, November 

1981 – missing February, June, September, November 

1982 – missing February, April, July, August, September, November 

1983 – missing July, September 

1995 – missing March and November 

1999 – missing August 



           First issue of the Houston Hi-Lites/Houston Laker newspaper,  

           March 1957.  Next Year March 2017 will be 60 years of continual  

           publication of the Houston Hi-Lites/Houston Laker. 
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