
 



                                

                                                                                                                            Community 

                                                                                                                                               Events 
                    Oct. 13th  -  City Council Meeting 

                                           7:30pm. – City Hall 

                    Oct. 15th  -  Venetian Gardens Homes Association 

                                           Annual Membership Meeting – City Hall  

                                           5:30pm. – Pot Luck Dinner 

                                           6:30pm. – Meeting  

                    Oct. 18th  -  Arts, Life & Folks Events 

                                           10:00 am. – City Hall 

                    Oct. 20th  -  Annual Brush Pick-Up 

                    Oct. 22nd  -  Recycling Day 

 

                    Oct. 29th  -  Pumpkin Festival – City Hall 

                                          6:30pm. – Scarecrow Parade & Pumpkin to Decorate 

                                          7:00pm. -  Pumpkin Potluck Feast 

                                          8:00pm. – Music Performance &  

                                                             Contest Winners Announced 

                                          8:30pm. – Bonfire, Scary Stories & Marshmallows 

 

                    Oct. 31st  -   

   

                    Nov. 4th   -  Election Day  



F Y I 

 
ANNUAL BRUSH PICK-UP 

 
 

The tree service will be in our area the week of October 
20th. Please bring your brush to the edge of the street and 
they will feed it into their wood chipper. They will not be 
going into your back yard to retrieve your brush. 
 
 

       Do not block access to mailboxes or fire hydrants. 
 

 
Place the larger ends of the branches toward the street as 

this will help speed up the process. 
 
Tree branches larger than 10” (inches) in diameter will not 

go into the chipper. 
 
 

If you have any questions, please call: 
                                                               Marsha Duncan 
                                                               419-5051    
                        



                              

For   Your   Information 
 
 
                                
 
                                 SECTION 210.285:    
 

DISCHARGING AIR GUN, ETC. 
 

 

 

Any person within the limits of this City who shall discharge 

any BB gun, spring gun, paint gun or air gun or shall shoot 

any pebble, bullet, slug, arrow or other hard substance by 

means of a sling, crossbow, rubber band or bow or any other 

means shall be deemed guilty of an ordinance violation; 

provided however, that this Section shall not apply to any 

person or organization authorized by the City of Houston 

Lake to possess and discharge such devices for the purpose of 

waterfowl pest control.  (Ord. No. 303, 9-12-05) 

 



 



 



Minutes 

Reviewed and approved August minutes.!

Treasurers Report 

We have $36.25 in our treasury.!

Old Business 

October Pumpkin Fest - scheduled for Wednesday October 29. We’re 
planning pumpkin decorating, hand crafted scarecrow contest a pot luck, 
bonfire, music and story reading. We agreed to meet before the October 
meeting to finalize the details. Jean will get the burn permit for the 
bonfire. 

December Caroling - Discussed an early December open house and 
sing-a-long or caroling. Pam's dad and his sister are participating, 
Saturdays work best for them. We need to set at date and do additional 
planning. 

September 20 Meeting

Arts!
Art, Life & Folks: Houston Lake Arts Circle

Fall at Houston Lake 2007 - Jean Anderson



February Valentine Fundraiser - Tentatively scheduled for Sunday 
February 8 at 2pm. We need to name this event and do additional 
planning.!

Communications - We want to communicate our events and keep in 
touch with interested folks. Jean researched and thought maybe our 
Houston Lake Facebook page may be a good way since we already have a 
good audience there. Also we can add an Art, Life and Folks page to 
www.houstonlake.net. Additionally, if we want we can use Google Groups 
or a Google Plus Community. Wendy will review the surveys to collect 
the names and addresses.!

New Business 

Visit the Nelson  - We are organizing a trip to Nelson-Atkins Museum 
to see the Plains Indians Exhibit and the featured Black & White 
lithographs by Thomas Hart Benton.!

Folks Share Art & Life 

Wendy Thompson’s  The Mystery Train is now performing “Magical 
Murdery Tour”. www.kcmysterytrain.com for dates and locations.!

Linda Kramer participated in KC Big Picnic Quick Paint at Nelson - 
Atkins. The opening for all Quick Paint entries, including Linda’s, will be 
the evening of October 3, MWE Inc, 1720 Wyandotte St. !

Evadene shared two museum events with works of Thomas Hart Benton. 
At the Nelson is the show Black and White which are lithographs. WWI 
museum is showing images of Thomas Hart Benton’s “Razel Dazzel” 
work on lower level near the research library.!

Adjourned 

If you have been thinking about attending, join us for our next meeting 
October 18 10:00 a.m. City Hall.



October 29, 2014 
At Houston Lake City Hall 

 

Houston Lake art CirCLe’s First annuaL  

 
 

 Pumpkins to decorate, a Scarecrow Contest, a Pumpkin Feast, some Music  

and a Bonfire, complete with Marshmallows to toast and some Scary Stories! 

Scarecrow Contest!  Prizes will be given for the best hand-made 

scarecrow in 4 categories—Most Creative,  the Tallest,  the Tiniest, 

and the Scariest .   Entry form must be submitted by Oct 26th, finished 

Scarecrow by Wed,  Oct 29th at 4 pm.  (see Entry Form for details) 

Pumpkin Potluck Feast —Bring your favorite fall dish 

to share, and a copy of the recipe, too!  Let’s all enjoy the 

fruits of the harvest and the talents of our neighborhood 

cooks!  We’ll have a tasty meal and the recipes will be shared 

in the Houston Laker. 

After dinner, there will be a Bonfire on the peninsula (weather permitting) to 
toast marshmallows and listen to readings of some SCARY stories.  So, bring a 
lawn chair to join us and a roasting stick to skewer your marshmallow. 

Schedule 
 

6:30 pm Scarecrow Parade 

     Pumpkins to Decorate 

7:00 pm Pumpkin Potluck Feast 

8:00 pm Music Performance,  

        Contest Winners Announced 

8:30 pm Bonfire 

      Scary Stories 

       Marshmallows 

So, mark your calendar for October 29th 
and don’t forget to bring a dish to share, the 
recipe, a lawn chair , a roasting stick and  
….  your friends and family!! 



 

 

 



The Scarecrow Contest 
Sponsored by Art, Life & Folks:  Houston Lake Arts Circle 

   
Guidelines:   
Scarecrows must be original and hand crafted, created by the registered artist or artists.  
More than one entry may be made by each Houston Lake Family, including guests.  The 
scarecrow may stand-alone or be supported by the community garden fence respecting the 
structure of the fence. Three judges will determine four awards in the following categories: 
1.  Most Creative.  2. The Tallest   3. Tiniest.  4.  The Scariest!   
 

Dates & Number: 
To participate in the contest Entry Forms must be completed and submitted by  
6:00 pm Sunday October 26.  Stick the Entry Forms through mail delivery slot in the front 
door of City Hall.   You will receive a phone call and be given a number that you will attach 
on your scarecrow for judging.  
 
Deliveries of Scarecrow should be made Monday 27th through Wednesday 29th before 
4:00 pm.  Be sure to attach your number to your Scarecrow when you place it outside the 
community garden fence.  Have fun creating!!!! 
 
Questions?  Need more forms?  Call Linda Kramer at 816-587-2291.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scarecrow Contest Entry Form 
Sponsored by Art, Life and Folks:  Houston Lake Arts Circle 

 

(LEAVE BLANK)  #___________ 
 

(please print) 

Artist Name ______________________________________________________________________________   
 
Phone #_________-_________-_______________     
 

 (If you are not a Houston Lake resident)  Guest of which HL family ____________________?  
 

List 4 materials used: _______________, _______________, ________________,  &___________________. 

 

Name Your Scarecrow: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Height ______ Width______ Depth _____Write a short description to identify your entry.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Art, Life & Folks will do our best to care for your outdoor scarecrow.  However, we will not 
be responsible for any damage that it may incur.   
 
Signature __________________________________________________________ & Date _________________ 
 



 

FREE TO GOOD HOME 
 

The dock behind my house has become unmoored and, as I have no need of one, I would 
like to offer it to anyone that would care to take it away.  You can contact Rick Cowan at 

816.741.3199 if you are interested. 

 



From the Desk of the City Clerk: 

 

USER INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT/ONE GRINDER 

PUMP 

Our sewage grinder pumps are aging. We are seeing a few more 

pump failures than we did when our systems were new. We now 

know there are a few things that can be done to help prevent 

premature failures. It is recommended that you use a liquid 

detergent for laundering. 

CARE AND USE OF YOUR GRINDER PUMP 

The Environment/One grinder pump is capable of accepting and 

pumping a wide range of materials. Regulatory agencies advise the 

following items should not, however, be introduced into any sewer, 

either directly or through a kitchen waste disposal unit: 

                   Glass, diapers, socks, rags or cloth, metal, plastic objects 

(toys, utensils, etc.), seafood shells, sanitary napkins or tampons. 

In addition, you must NEVER introduce into any sewer: 

                 Explosives                          Strong Chemicals 

                 Flammable Material         Gasoline 

                 Lubricating Oil/Grease 

Do not use caustic solutions for drain cleaning. If you must use a 

drain cleaner, use an enzyme cleaner. 

PERIODS OF DISUSE 

We have found that in very cold weather, a pump can potentially 

freeze-up if there is no water usage in the house. If you are going to 

be gone during the cold weather, we would recommend that you 

have a friend, neighbor or relative run some hot water down the sink 

every day or two. This seems to keep the pump from freezing 

CAUTION: DO NOT DISCONNECT POWER TO THE UNIT 



 

 

POWER FAILURES 

Your grinder pump cannot dispose of wastewater without electrical 

power. If electrical power service is interrupted, keep water usage 

to a MINIMUM, please! 

 

The Environment/One Grinder Pump is installed with a warning 

device. The yellow light should be removed and tested periodically. If 

you see a yellow pump light on, or the horn blowing on the Southside 

of the Lake, or if you have any questions about your sewer system, 

PLEASE call Mike Hallauer at 816-365-6469  or Marsha Duncan at 

419-5051. 

One last recommendation – DO NOT run your gutter down spouts or 

sump pumps into your sewer system. 

 

                                                                                         THANK YOU 

                                                                                         Marsha Duncan 

                                                                                         City Clerk 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



City of Houston Lake 
Official Minutes of the Council Meeting 

August 11, 2014 !
The Council of the City of Houston Lake met in regular session on August 11, 2014 at City Hall. The following 
members were present: Aldermen Phil Otte, Dan Coronado , Rick Cowan and Jean Anderson. !
Opening Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. Mayor Hallauer presided. !
Public Discussion  
Resident Bob King asked the Council when the pot holes were going to be fixed. Mayor Hallauer said that Gann 
Asphalt has not gotten around to that yet and that other companies would be considered if they do not get to it 
soon. Mr. King drew attention to the ice that forms over Houston Drive in the winter. He was informed that that 
was a MODOT issue and they have their own schedule. Mr. King also asked about the reason for the closed 
sessions in City meetings. Mayor Hallauer informed him that discussions on the qualifications of companies are 
always held in a closed session as a protection for the City as well as the companies. 
Many Houston Lake residents came to the meeting to voice their opposition and concerns for the closing of the 
spillway bridge. Two petitions were presented to the Council from Teri Deister and Charles Stone with a total of 
78 signatures opposing the closing of the bridge. A long discussion ensued of the pros and cons such as how the 
residents will be affected, mail delivery, the inconvenience, the safety of walkers, children and bikers and less 
wear and tear for the bridge. It was noted by Mayor Hallauer that the spillway bridge was not built to handle the 
amount traffic that it endures since Jeffrey Lane was opened to traffic from Brenner Ridge. The timber 
substructure is wearing out and the day is coming when the City will have no choice. The liability to the City is 
a major concern. The County Public Works Director informed the Mayor that to replace that bridge, the cost 
would be approximately one million dollars. The County would provide 50% of that which leaves the City with 
a cost of $500,000. With a 125 homes in Houston Lake, that would mean a cost to each household of $4000.00. 
MODOT inspects the bridge every 2 years and an inspection took place in April, 2014. The City is awaiting the 
results of that report. !
Minutes July 14, 2014 
The July, 2014 minutes were approved by general consent. !
Building Permit 
A permit for an electrical upgrade for 5355 NW Edgewood Trail was approved by the Council. !
Treasurers Report 
The treasurers’ report was approved by the Council. 
The Treasurers report shows a grand total balance of $289,872.52.  !
Resolution 08-11-14 (paybills) 
The City Council approved Resolution 08-11-14 unanimously. !
Collectors Report 
No report !!



Code Enforcement/Sheriff’s Repo 
No reports were submitted !
Emergency Management 
Emergency Management Director Dan Coronado reported about the tree that fell on Edgewater Trail and the 
great response of Riverside and KCPL. !
Old Business 
a. Mayor Hallauer presented the Council with a bid proposal for swing gates. These will be used for the closure 
of the spillway bridge. These can be opened in case of emergency. There will be gates at each end. The City 
Council voted unanimously to order the gates. !
New Business 
a. The City Council held its Public Hearing on the proposed tax rate for the year 2014. There was no public 
discussion. 
b. The Mayor presented the Council with Bill No. 08114-1, setting the new 2014 tax rate. Alderman Cowan 
moved that we place Bill No. 081114-1on its first reading by title only, seconded by Alderman Otte. 
The City Clerk read Bill No. 081114-1 by title only. 
Alderman Otte moved that we place Bill No. 0811140-1 on its second reading by title only, seconded by 
Alderman Coronado. 
The City Clerk read Bill No. 081114-1 by title only. 
Alderman Cowan moved we put Bill No. 081114-1 on its final passage, seconded by Alderman Coronado. 
Roll call: 
Cowan – Aye 
Anderson – Aye 
Otte – Aye 
Coronado – Aye 
Bill No. 081114-1, Ordinance No. 344 was passed. 
c. Mayor Hallauer presented the Council with a resolution authorizing him to negotiate a settlement with 
Missouri American Water company with regard to a dispute involving franchise license fees. After much 
discussion the Council decided that the minimum amount of the settlement would be set at $25,000 with 100% 
of the attorney fees paid. 
The resolution was passed unanimously by the Council. !
Reports from Aldermen  
Alderman Cowan – No report 
Alderman Otte – Alderman Otte noted the fireworks that are being shot off illegally. 
Alderman Coronado – No report 
Alderman Anderson – Alderman Anderson reported that the Arts Circle, Linda Kramer and herself attended an 
Arts KC Regional meeting. It was a good activity regarding arts in the communities. Next month the Houston 
Lake Arts Circle will discuss fall activities. !
Mayors Report  
a. Mayor Hallauer noted that the City Hall repairs have been completed. The roof was replaced, City hall was 
painted and the rotted wood replaced. They did a great job. !
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 p.m.



VOTER REGISTRATION SITES 

PLATTE COUNTY, MISSOURI 
 

 

 

Are You Registered to Vote?  All residents of Houston Lake whether you are 

Owner or Renter can register and VOTE. You must be 18 years old or older to 

register.  You can register at any of the sites below. 

 

 

Houston Lake City Hall, 5417 NW Adrian, (816)741-0644     or 

                     Registrar Mary Head (816)741-5639, call for an appointment. 

 

 

Mid-Continent Public Libraries: 
        Boardwalk, 8600 N. Executive Hills Blvd, Kansas City: (816) 741-9011 

        Parkville, 8815 NW Hwy 45, Parkville: (816) 741-4721 

        Riverside, 2700 NW Vivion Rd, Riverside: (816) 741-6288 

 

 

NOTE: In addition, Missouri Voter Registration Application postcards can be 

completed at any license bureau. 

 

 

LAST DAY to Register to VOTE for the Nov. 4th, 2014 General Election is 

Oct. 8
th
, 2014. 

                     

 

 

Any questions call           

Platte County Board of Elections 

2600 NW Prairie View Road 

P.O. Box 560 

Platte City, Missouri  64079 

 

Phone number (816) 858-4400 

 

 



 

 

Cast Your Official Ballot of the 

“General Election” 

Tuesday, Nov. 4th, 2014 

at 

 

 

6500 N. Cosby Ave. 

 

From I-29: west on Hwy 45 (64th St.) to N. Cosby Ave. Turn right on N. 

Cosby Ave., then left into the entrance to Wexford Place. The poll site 

will be set up in the Stafford Room, just past the reception desk. 

Time 6:00a.m. to 7:00p.m. 

 

Platte County Board of Election (816) 858-4400 

Any Questions please call: 

City Clerk – Marsha Duncan = (816) 419-5051 

Editor – Mary Head = (816) 741-5639 

 

 



To apply for absentee ballot: print this application form, complete and mail to Platte County Board of Elections, 
PO Box 560, Platte City, MO 64079 or FAX to 816-858-3387 

 
REQUEST FOR PLATTE COUNTY ABSENTEE BALLOT 

I, _______________________________________, do hereby request an absentee ballot for the 

________________________________________ Election. 
For Identification purposes, the last four digits of my social security number are ____________. 
If the election is a primary election, please print the name of the political party ballot you wish to receive 
__________________. If you registered by mail and this is your first time voting you must provide a copy of 
current valid photo identification or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, 
or government document that shows your name and address. 
 
Reason for requesting an absentee ballot: 
 
____________ (1) Absence on Election Day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which  
                               registered to voter; 
____________ (2) Incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability, including a person 
                               who is primarily responsible for the physical care of a person who is incapacitated 
                               or confined due to illness or disability; 
____________ (3) Religious belief or practice 
____________ (4) Employment as an election authority, as a member of an election authority, or by  
                               an election authority at a location other than your polling place; 
____________ (5) Incarceration, provided all qualifications for voting are retained 
 
Current Residential Address: 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 
Address where ballot is to be mailed, if different than above: 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 
Daytime Telephone Number: _______________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
I do solemnly swear that all statements made on this application are true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief: 
 
____________________________________________ __________________________ 
Signature of Voter       Date 
 
Mail completed Absentee Ballot Application to Platte County Board of Elections, 
PO Box 560, Platte City, MO  64079, or FAX to 816-858-3387.  All requests must be received by the Board of 
Election’s office no later that 5:00 p.m., the Wednesday prior to election day.  



 
 

The Works by Marlene 
A licensed Style Salon 

816.587.1550 

By appointment only 
 

Over Twenty-five years Experience! 

 

Ongoing and Current Education! 

 

*Free Consultations* 

 

Convenient hours to fit Your Busy Schedule! 
 

Specializing in Hair Color! 
Color Correction!!! 

Change it, fix it or cover the grey! 
Maybe some Highlights or Lowlights… 

or possibly a shade or two of Red? 
 

*Great Styles and Color Techniques for Men* 
 

Many types of perms to fit your needs! 
 

Wash n’ Wear styles that are fast and easy… 

 

Brow Shaping, Waxing 

 

 Pedicures & Manicures! 

 

Gift Certificates Available! 

                                                                             
                                                       
                                                                           




