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NICE CATCH
Chuck Stone, pictured, sent
this photo of a large mouth
bass he caught on
Wednesday, September 18th.
Way to go Chuck!

Houston Lake continues to
flourish, and we extend our
gratitude to the residents
and the Venetian Garden
Homes Association for your
efforts in preserving and
enhancing the health of the
lake.

On August 6th, a naturally
induced fish kill took place
in the lake.

The Missouri Department of
Conservation has offered
several recommendations
to tackle this situation.
They suggest ensuring that
all aerators in the lake are
working properly.
According to lake
managers, the submerged
aeration system is
functional, along with the
pod system aerators.
Additionally, the lake's
minimal vegetation
contributes to maintaining
improved oxygen levels.

LAKE LIFE



 
Hello Members,

As the lake season has wrapped up, if you see a trash container that is full, please let me know.
Sue is still working with members trying to get accounts up to date. If you are behind on dues,
please contact Sue directly to make arrangements to get caught up. Liens will be filed against
any homes where the dues are in arrears.

We are waiting for the forecast to have enough rain to seed the areas disturbed by the dredging.
The board is continuing to work on the 2024/2025 budget. If you have any project you’d like to
submit for consideration by the board for next year, please reach out to me and I’ll have the
board discuss it for next year.

The City of Houston Lake and the Venetian Gardens HOA run on volunteers or very low pay.
The generations who started the lake and have run the City and HOA since its inception are
aging out. The longevity of our community depends on citizens stepping up to keep everything
running. If you are interested in serving your community, please reach out to a city council or
HOA board member to assist you in navigating the process.

The HOA annual meeting has been set for Saturday 10-19 at 2:00 pm. There are 3 board seats
up for election this year, Mary Head and I have filed for reelection.. If you have interest in
serving your community on the HOA board, please fill out an application in the Laker and drop it
by City Hall to be put on the ballot.

Be well,
Pam Freese

LETTER FROM THE VENETIAN GARDENS HOMES ASSOCIATION

Halloween

This is how Halloween was celebrated in our countryside. We didn’t have trick or treat as such. I heard
of a few pranks that groups performed on others. One group disassembled a farmer’s
farm wagon and reassembled it on top of his barn.

Another prank was a group gathered at a preacher’s place and knocked on his door. A couple claimed
they wanted to be married. When the preacher came to the door, someone threw a pail of water on
him.

My mom told a story she heard from the preacher. He said when he tried to build something such as a
chicken coop for his wife, he would start driving a nail and she would put a finger on the nail trying to
decide if that was how she wanted it built. One day my mom said the woman had a finger bandaged up.
She figured the preacher had hit it with a hammer. The preacher told her that if someone was mad at
another to tell them to go to hell – instead he would tell them to go build his wife something.

Another prank that I heard of was to flip someone’s outhouse over.

 

STORIES BY GENE CHARLES
Submitted by Gene Charles



Hello Houston Lake!

I am Lisa Shepard, a resident of Houston Lake and the newest in a long line of folk who have
served over the years as City Clerk for Houston Lake. As of September 1st, I am feeling like I
have an understanding of what the City Clerk’s job entails. And, should something come up for
which I am not familiar, I feel comfortable with all the resources - both people and entities -
with which I can consult to gain more knowledge to offer the best service to our community.
There have been a number of people, both inside and outside of our community, that have
offered me training and advice as I have learned this position, and to all of them I extend my
heartiest thanks. Chief amongst these is Alderman Teena Walker-Robin who, herself, served for
several months as both Alderman and Acting City Clerk simultaneously. Thank you!

I work out of the City Clerk’s office at City Hall. Originally, I hoped to set some standard hours
that I would be occupying that office on a weekly basis. As I have grown into this position since
April, and kept track of my hours - I find that I am working significantly more hours a month
than was originally explained to me would be required for filling the City Clerk position. I
attribute this to three factors: 1.) learning a new computer and operating system, 2.) my
personality - when I see something that needs doing, I attempt to get it done, and 3.) the
shortage of elected officials serving on the City Council.

So I’d like to try three things to see if I can shorten my monthly hours: 1.) I’ve learned the new
computer now and I am getting faster and faster every day, 2.) getting others involved to help
me when I see things that need doing and, lastly, but most importantly, 3.) I ask each of you to
consider running for elected office in Houston Lake this coming spring. We need to fill every
elected position we have that is currently open. You will be hearing more about this in the
coming months. PLEASE consider serving your community!

I am not yet announcing weekly hours I will be occupying the City Clerk’s office at City Hall.
What I would like to try instead is for you to email me - cityclerk@houstonlake.gov, or leave
me a message on the City Hall phone number - 816-741-0644. Then I’ll get back to you with an
answer to your need or we can set up an appointment to meet should you need me in person.
Because I live here, and many of you work during the day, I am willing to meet in the evenings
occasionally if that would be a more convenient time.

I have already met many of you, even before I became City Clerk. I look forward to becoming
familiar with all of you!

Lisa A. Shepard
City Clerk
Available by appointment, please call or email
5417 NW Adrian
Houston Lake MO 64151
City Hall Phone: 816-741-0644
cityclerk@houstonlake.go



                                    CAST YOUR  OFFICIAL BALLOT ON
                                 NOVEMBER 5TH, 2024 

                                  ELECTION POLLS
                                    OPEN 6:00AM AND CLOSE AT 7:00PM.

                                   HOUSTON LAKE RESIDENTS VOTE AT
                                  HEARTLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST

                                   6120 NW PRAIRIE VIEW ROAD
                                KANSAS CITY, MO. 64151

ABSENTEE VOTING FOR THE NOVEMBER 5 GENERAL ELECTION BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER 24 AT 8:00AM

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION IS OCTOBER 9

LAST DAY TO REQUEST A MAILED ABSENTEE BALLOT, 5:00PM IS OCTOBER 23

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PLATTE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AT
PHONE (816) 858-4400 OR VISIT THEIR WEBSITE AT PLATTE@SOS.MO.GOV

2600 NW PRAIRIE VIEW ROAD, PLATTE CITY, MISSOURI 64079
OFFICE HOURS 8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

UN-CLASSIFIED ADS
Full Page

1/2 Page

1/4 Page

1/8 Page

$20.00

$10.00 

$5.00 

$2.50 

Pricing is per month & includes
a listing on the city website
housotnlake.gov

To place an ad, email
editor.houstonlaker@gmail.com

EDITOR - MARY HEAD - MARYJEWEL40@GMAIL.COM 816-741-5639
CONTENT & LAYOUT - SARAH SCHOFIELD 816-394-8828

EDITOR.HOUSTONLAKER@GMAIL.COM 

Venetian Gardens Homes Association

2024 Annual Membership Meeting

Saturday October 19th, 2024

2:00pm – City Hall

5417 N. Adrian Ave., Houston Lake, Mo. 64151

 Voting on approval of 2024/2025 Budget

 Voting on Lake Assessment dues

 Voting on 3 new Board Members

 Voting for President and Vice President

The Homes Association fiscal year starts October 1, 2024 and ends September 30, 2025



2024 TRASH &
RECYCLING DATES
City trash and recycling
services are handled by
Republic Services. For
assistance with your
receptacles, issues with
pick-up or questions about
large items contact
customer service at     
816-254-1470 or
RepublicServices.com. 

Trash is picked up every
Wednesday. Receptacles
need to be at the curb/edge
of street by 6am. Leave room
for the arm of the truck to
pick up and return the
receptacles without causing
damage to vehicles, fences,
etc.
 
2024 Recycling Dates (2nd
Wednesday):
January 10
February 14
March 13
April 10
May 8
June 12
July 10
August 14
September 11
October 9
November 13
December 11

2024 Holidays:
January 1st New Years Day -
Pick up changed to Thursday
January 4th

May 27th Memorial Day - Pick
up changed to Thursday May
30th

July 4th Independence Day -
No Change pick up will be on
Wednesday July 3rd

September 2nd Labor Day -
Pick up changed to Thursday
September 5th

November 28th
Thanksgiving - No Change
pick up will be on
Wednesday November 27th

December 25th Christmas -
Pick up changed to
Thursday December 26th

EMERGENCY -
In case of a Police, Fire or Medical Emergency - Dial 911

Platte County Sheriff Non-Emergency & Animal Control
816-858-3521

Riverside Fire Department Non-Emergency 
 816-372-9024

Grinder Pump
Haynes Equipment Service 913-782-5013

HOA Officers -

 President - Pam Freese (816) 726-4455
venetian.gardens.homes.assoc@gmail.com

Vice President - Wendy Thompson (816) 225-1018

Secretary - Frank Wilson (816) 520-3931
imua62@gmail.com

Treasurer/Lake Tags - Susan Hodges (816) 786-2377
hodges.susan@outlook.com

Board Member at Large - Mary Head (816) 741-5639
maryjewel40@gmail.com

HOUSTON LAKE CITY OFFICIALS
City Hall - (816) 741-0644

Mayor -
mayor@houstonlake.gov

City Clerk - Lisa A. Shepard
cityclerk@houstonlake.gov

City Collector - Kathryn Kreider
citycollector@houstonlake.gov

City Treasurer - Kay Honeycutt
khoneycutt@houstonlake.gov

Custodian of Records -
cityclerk@houstonlake.gov

Board of Aldermen

Teena Walker-Robin  nw1-alderman@houstonlake.gov

Vacant nw2-alderman@houstonlake.gov

Ashley Fuglestad (serving as Mayor) 
sw1-alderman@houstonlake.gov

Sarah Loring sw2-alderman@houstonlake.gov

As most of the HOA Officers and City Officials have full-time
jobs as well, phone calls may not be answered or returned as
quickly as a text or email.

City Hall is open during meetings, Listening Sessions, events
and by appointment.













Goodbye Interns: Hello Communication Committee 

Photo by OVAN on Pexels.com 

Over the past few years, our small community has expanded its 

digital presence significantly. Thanks to the hard work of our 

dedicated web volunteers, we've established a number of 

websites that serve various aspects of our community: 

• City of Houston Lake Website

• Venetian Gardens Homes Association

• The Houston Laker Newspaper 

It's important to remember that none of this is a paid effort-

everything is managed and maintained by volunteers. Because 

we are volunteers, we focus on streamlining processes, 

minimizing inefficiencies, and making sure our volunteers gain 

valuable hands-on experience in return for their contributions. 

Our fantastic web interns have moved on to new opportunities, 

and we wish them every success in what are sure to be bright 

careers. 

This transition presents both a challenge and an exciting opportunity: the formation of a Communications Committee. Effective 

communication is crucial to the success and unity of our city, and this new committee will help ensure that our community stays 

informed, connected, and engaged. 

Why a Communications Committee? 
In today's fast-paced world, timely and effective communication is essential. The Communications Committee will refine and manage 

the tools we use to engage with residents, including websites, social media, newsletters, and public announcements. As part of the 

committee, you will help ensure all residents have access to relevant, up-to-date information about city news, events, and important 

decisions. 

Skills and Techniaues You'll Gain 

By joining the Communications Committee, you won't just be helping your community-you'll also have the opportunity to hone 

valuable skills in areas such as: 

• Content Strategy & Web Management: Learn how to develop and maintain a comprehensive digital content strategy. You'll

gain insight into website management, content updates, and SEO strategies that can improve the reach and engagement of ou1
r 

platforms.

• Social Media Management: Explore the best practices for managing social media channels, creating engaging posts, and using

analytics tools to track engagement and improve outreach efforts.

• Public Relations & Writing: Refine your writing skills by contributing to press releases, community newsletters, and 

announcements. You'll learn how to craft messages that resonate with diverse audiences and ensure clear, effective

communication.

• Graphic Design & Multimedia: Discover the basics of graphic design tools, photography, and video production to create

visually appealing content that enhances our communication efforts.

• Project Management: Develop organizational and leadership skills by helping to coordinate projects, set goals, and ensure 

timely delivery of content across multiple platforms. 

We Need Your Voice and Vision 

We are seeking passionate individuals who want to make a difference in our city's communication efforts. Whether you have 

experience in public relations, media, marketing, or simply a keen interest in community engagement, your skills and creativity can 

make a meaningful impact. 

Continued 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 



Communications Committee ccntinued 

Ideal Candidates 

• Community Engagement: A strong commitment to keeping residents informed and involved is crucial.

• Communications Skills: Experience in writing, public relations, or marketing is a plus. Your expertise will help shape how we

communicate with the community.

• Creativity and Innovation: We're looking for creative thinkers who can introduce fresh ideas to engage residents and drive

participation in city initiatives.

How to Get Involve 
If you're interested in joining the Communications Committee or learning more, please reach out to the City Council. We will also 

host an informational meeting where you can hear more about the committee's goals and how your participation can make a 

difference. 

Be the Voice of Our City 

This is your chance to influence how our city communicates and interacts with its residents. By joining the Communications 

Committee, you'll not only play a critical role in ensuring the city remains connected, informed, and engaged-you'll also gain valuable 

skills and experience in communications that can benefit you personally and professionally. 

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to working with you to make our city an even better place to live, work, 

and connect! 

End 

• • 

Notice of Election and Candidate Filing 

_. _____ ..._ 

The City of Houston Lake, Missouri will be holding its 

next election on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025, offering 

residents the opportunity to elect individuals for the 

following positions: 

• Mayor - 2-year term 

• Two Aldermen at Large - 2-year terms

These positions are crucial to the effective governance 

of our city. 

The Mayor oversees city administration, represents the city in official matters, and works closely with the Board of Aldermen to guide 

the community's growth and future. Aldermen serve as the voice of residents, making important decisions regarding city policies, 

finances, and development. Specific details on the duties and qualifications of these roles can be found in Houston Lake City Code, 

Chapter 110 under "Mayor and Board of Aldermen:• 

If you are passionate about Houston Lake and want to help shape its future, consider running for one of these positions. Candidate 

filing will begin on Tuesday, December 10th, 2024, and will close at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31st, 2024. Those interested in 

becoming a candidate must file with the City Clerk within this period. Filing forms can be requested by emailing 

cityclerk@houstonlake.gov. 

This is an excellent opportunity for residents to take an active role in their community and contribute to the decision-making process 

that impacts daily life in Houston Lake. We encourage all qualified residents to consider stepping up and running for office! 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 



Independence vs Dissolution for Houston Lake 

Sunset on Houston Lake 

Houston Lake is a fourth-class city incorporated in 1960. The 

city's governing body consists of the Mayor and a four-member 

Board of Aldermen elected at large. 

Currently, there are open seats for two aldermen and a mayor. 

Other decision-making bodies should include a Planning and 

Zoning Commission, a Board of Zoning Adjustment, committees 

for Administration, Finances, Public Works, and Public Safety. 

Qualified volunteers are being sought among Houston Lake 

residents to serve in these roles. 

This series arose from Houston Lake City Council discussions on what happens if community participation continues to decline and 

there aren't enough filled council seats to reach a quorum. It explores the advantages of remaining an independent city versus 

becoming part of a larger city or an unincorporated Platte County community. Why did cities like Houston Lake, Riverside, Gladstone, 

Northmoor, and Platte Woods resist annexation by Kansas City through incorporation around 1955-1960, and are those reasons still 

valid? What are the pros and cons of independence vs. dissolution for Houston Lake? 

More in this series 

Independence vs Dissolution: Pros and Cons September 19, 2024 

Why is Houston Lake a city instead of a subdivision? September 6, 2024 

Who Runs the City of Houston Lake? Augi.,st 30, 2024 

Embracing the Role of Council Member: Making a Big Impact in a Small Community June 19, 2024 

• • 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov/ 



Embracing the Role of Council Member: Making a 

Big Impact in a Small Community 

Serving as a council member in a tiny city in Missouri might seem like a modest 

position, but it offers a remarkable opportunity to make a meaningful difference in the 

lives of your neighbors. 

The role is rich with potential for community improvement, personal growth, and 

fulfilling public service. 

Here's why being a council member in a small town is an immensely rewarding 

experience and how you can embrace this role with enthusiasm and effectiveness. 

Understanding the Importance of Local Government 

In small towns, local government is the backbone of the community. As a council member, you are not just a politician but a neighbor 

and friend to those you serve. Your decisions directly impact the quality of life in your town, from infrastructure improvements to 

community events. The close-knit nature of a small city means your efforts are immediately visible, allowing you to see the tangible 

results of your work. 

Building Strong Community Connections 

One of the most rewarding aspects of serving as a council member in a tiny city is the opportunity to build strong, personal 

connections with residents. You have the chance to engage with your community on a personal level, understanding their needs, 

concerns, and aspirations. These interactions enable you to tailor your efforts to truly benefit the people around you. 

Driving Visible Change 

In a small city, even modest projects can lead to significant improvements. Whether it's enhancing local parks, improving road safety, 

or organizing community events, your initiatives can transform the town. The ability to drive visible change quickly can be incredibly 

satisfying and motivates you to continue working towards bettering your community. 

Fostering Civic Engagement 

As a council member, you have a platform to encourage civic engagement. You can inspire residents to take an active interest in local 

government, attend meetings, and participate in community projects. By fostering a sense of shared responsibility, you help create a 

more vibrant, engaged, and united community. 

Learning and Growth 

Serving as a council member is a tremendous learning opportunity. You'll gain insights into local governance, budgeting, project 

management, and community organizing. These skills are invaluable and can be applied to other areas of your life, enhancing both 

your personal and professional development. 

Continued 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 



City Council Member continued 

Overcoming Challenges 

Every role comes with its challenges, and serving as a council member is no different. However, these challenges are opportunities in 

disguise. They test your problem-solving skills, resilience, and determination. Overcoming obstacles, whether it's budget constraints 

or differing opinions, strengthens your leadership abilities and makes your successes even more gratifying. 

Leaving a Legacy 

Your contributions as a council member can leave a lasting legacy. Projects you initiate, policies you implement, and the spirit of 

community you foster will endure, benefiting future generations. Knowing that you've played a part in shaping the future of your city 

is an incredible source of pride. 

In conclusion, serving as a council member in a tiny city in Missouri is a unique and fulfilling role. It offers the chance to make a real 

difference, build meaningful relationships, and grow as an individual. Embrace this opportunity with passion and dedication, and you'll 

not only enhance your community but also enrich your own life. Remember, in the world of small-town governance, even the smallest 1

actions can have the biggest impacts. 

More information? Reach out to the city council. 

End 

• • • 

Hallo�een at City Hall 

The Ministry of Merriment (MoM) will man City Hall for Trick or Treat. If weather permits, MoM plans to pass out candy on the porch. 

If the weather turns spooky, we'll be inside with cookies, hot chocolate, and the ever popular chocolate bars for the young and the 

young at heart of any age. Keep an eye on this space for changes and stop in for a cool treat and a warm drink! 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 



County Completes Resurfacing on Adrian 

On Thursday morning, September 5th, 2024, Superior Bowan 

milled Adrian Avenue from 56the Street to the bridge in 

fulfillment of a Platte County project. 

The city council was not aware this was in the works and was at 

the time in negotiations with Spire for the repair of a failing 

restoration from their infrastructure improvements from in 

2022. 

Turns out that Platte County had arranged for the resurfacing of 

Adrian. 

• The Project was 100% funded by Federal COVID 19 Relief funds. Therefore, this is considered a federal aid project falling

under MoDOT/Federal Highway Administration rules/regulation.

• This Project was based on formula distribution of allocated funding to counties and cities based on population with a 

"minimum-allocation" approach for cities with populations between 5,000 and 10,000. The Program provided a minimum of

$50,000 to each community between 5-10k population with remaining funds distributed based on population. Counties were

encouraged to contact Cities with populations smaller than 5,000 and pick a roadway section that required minimum

rehabilitation, ADA improvements or any issue that would require additional Federal review/approval.

• Once the County was aware of the availability of funds through MAR C's Regional Preventive Maintenance Program (RPM).

Bob Heim (Platte County Public Works Director) reached out to the various municipalities in Platte County, asking them to

submit projects that they would like to include in the funding application to MARC.

The city asked Superior Bowan to hold off a week on laying the asphalt and asked Spire to step up their work on the failing restoration, 

so the city would end up with a seamless road. 

Superior Bowan returned on the 18th to patch some crumbling substructure on either side of the road, thanks to consultation with 

our exMayor / Roads SME / current VGHA President, Pam Freese. 

The completion of construction took only a few hours and the school bus routes were not inconvenienced. 

There is no additional road work planned for the City of Houston Lake in conjunction with this project. 

• • 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 



Caring for Your Grinder Pump 

What is a Grinder Pump and why do I have one? 

System Components 

Grinder pump systems are essential on the south side of our city, 

where traditional gravity sewer systems are impractical due to 

building elevations and ground slopes. These systems function 

similarly to household garbage disposals but on a larger scale, 

processing wastewater from toilets, showers, washing 

machines, and more. 

To keep your grinder pump system running smoothly, it's 

important to follow specific usage guidelines. Doing so can 

significantly reduce the need for repairs and maintenance, 

though occasional malfunctions may still occur. If there's an 

issue, a red light and audible alarm on the control panel will 

notify you that service may be required. 

Grinder pumps are typically installed underground, with key components such as the collection tank lid, cleanout pipe access area, 

and control panel located above ground. It's crucial to keep these service access areas unobstructed for maintenance. While the 

control panel box can be painted and maintained by the homeowner, it should always remain easily accessible. 

What to Expect 

• Normal Operation: Grinder pumps make some noise during operation, but it should not be disruptive. They emit minimal, if

any, odor. You may notice a slight increase in your electric bill, as the pump runs a few times daily. 

• Power Outages: The grinder pump system's control panel is powered by electricity, so during power outages, it's important to

limit water usage to prevent system overload.

• Repair Alerts: If the system requires maintenance, an audible and/or lighted alarm will activate on the control panel. If the

alarm doesn't turn off within five minutes after water use has stopped, service may be necessary.

During Extended Leave 

Before leaving your property for an extended period (more than three months), run water down a drain to activate the pump and flush 

the system. This will help prevent odors and ensure the pump functions properly. Do not turn off the pump, as it needs to operate at 

least once every three months to remain in good working order. 

Routine Maintenance 

Homeowners can help maintain the system by dumping a small bottle of liquid Ajax 

down the drain 1-2 times a year. This natural degreaser won't harm the pump and 

helps break down debris in the tank. There's no need to flush with water afterward­

normal water usage will suffice. 

Continued 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 



Grinder Pumps continued 

Proper grinder pump maintenance largely depends on what you flush or dispose of. To prevent issues, be mindful of the following: 

Items to Avoid 

Most grinder pump maintenance issues stem from improper 

disposal of certain materials. To avoid problems, refrain from 

flushing or disposing of the following items: 

• Feminine hygiene products, contraceptive devices, and

diapers

• Wet wipes (even those labeled "flushable")

• Dental floss, Q-tips, cotton balls, paper towels, and facial

tissues

• Cooking or lubricating oils/grease and greasy foods

• Cat litter, eggshells, coffee grounds, and other abrasive

items

• Pills and medications

• 

Proper Disposal Checklist 

• Toilet: Only flush the 3 Ps-pee, poo, and toilet paper.

• Drains: Keep FOG (fats, oils, and grease) out of

wastewater drains.

• Trash: Dispose of non-dissolvable or abrasive items in the

trash.

• Medications: Use community-based "Take-Back

Initiative" programs for proper disposal.

• Hazardous Waste: Drop off at designated disposal

locations.

Problems or Questions? 

Houston Lake residents with grinder pumps pay a maintenance 

fee with their property taxes. If your system alarms, please 

contact our service provider, Haynes Equipment Services, at 

913-782-5013 for assistance.

End 

• 

Riverside Fire Department's annual Open House 

Save the date for the Riverside Fire Department's annual Open House on Saturday, October 5th, from 10am to 2pm at the Riverside 

Fire Department, 2990 NW Vivion Road. 

Food by Riverside Red X, a chance to win a bike donated by ARCO Construction. 

Source: https://houstonlake.gov 
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