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City Council meetings have
moved to the second
Wednesday of each month.
The next meeting is
Wednesday, May 8th at
6:30pm at City Hall 

CITY COUNCIL
NEWS

SINCE MARCH 1957 - EDITION #67

Meetings are held the third
Monday of the month. Join
us on Monday, May 20th at
City Hall. Meeting starts at
6:30pm

CITY CODE -
PARKING

MAY 2024

GOOSE
ADDLING
UPDATE
In recent weeks the
Goose Egg Addling
volunteers have located
more than 8 different
nests with a total of 31
eggs.  Upon revisiting
the nests there were
only two nests with
geese sitting on them.  
Most of the nests were
gone.  It looked as if the
raccoons had a feast.  
The volunteers are
providing an important
service to Houston Lake
community.  Residents
should contact VGHA
officers if they see any
nests.  Thank you.

e d i t o r . h o u s t o n l a k e r @ g m a i l . c o m

No vehicle shall be parked
on any street within the city
limits of Houston Lake, MO.
(Chapter 300 - Schedule II,
Municipal Code)

The Peoples House
I was honored to be a friend of former Mayor Jean
Hallauer. At the time I met her she was the
Administrator for the City of Houston Lake. Jewel
Head was the Mayor and Mary Head was the City
Clerk. Jean was also a Master Gardener, so we
attended many garden club events in different
surrounding cities. Being the City Administrator we
also visited many city council meetings in our area
and I met many of their mayors and aldermen. One
thing that they all had in common was the pride they
had in their community, government and their city
halls.

I learned a lot about that pride from listening and
watching Jewel and Mary head. Mary always took
special care of the city hall. She kept it as it were her
own house. Jewel ran a tight ship on the garage and
you could almost eat off the floor. They were
outstanding caretakers. That same pride carried on
through the next 4 administrations.

And so it it shocks and saddens me to see the city
hall and garage in the condition it is in today. I
certainly hope that the incoming administration
corrects this situation and understands that the City
Hall and the garage are “The Peoples House”, owned
by all in this community and only loaned to them
during their tenure. Please take special care of it
before you return it.

Marsha Duncan



VGHA DUES LIEN
FILING
The 2024 member dues should have
been paid by March 1, 2024. Thank
you to those of you who have paid.
For those of you who have not paid,
you have a legal responsibility to
pay. You also have a moral and
ethical obligation to your Houston
Lake friends and neighbors that do
pay. The board has adopted a new
lien policy. Any dues outstanding on
August 31, 2024 will result in the
filing of a lien against your property. 

I repeat,
LEINS WILL BE FILED ON ANY
PROPERTY OWING DUES AT
AUGUST 31, 2024.

Susan K. Hodges, Treasurer
VENETIAN GARDENS HOMES
ASSOCIATION

The owner or keeper of any dog or cat in the City of Houston Lake is hereby required to have
such animals vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian and to procure a certificate
of such vaccination from the veterinarian and to present such certificate to the City Clerk on
or before May first (1st) of each year; and the City Clerk shall register such certificate, which
registration shall remain in force until the April thirtieth (30th) next following said registration.
It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog or cat to permit such animal to remain in
the City of Houston Lake unless vaccinated as above provided. (Section 205.020:
Vaccination)

Feral Cat - If you see a Feral Cat on the Lake that you are concerned is not spayed or neutered,
please contact City Hall 816.741.0644 to be put in contact with our local vet. We will coordinate
to set a trap for capture. Please note that this program is NOT for domestic cats.
Any other animal concerns should go through the Platte County non-emergency line at
816-858-3521

PET REGISTRATION AND PROOF OF VACCINATIONS ARE DUE MAY 1ST

Fishing:
It shall be unlawful for any person to
pursue, take, transport, ship, buy,
sell, possess or use any fish from any
body of water within the City
without possessing a valid fishing
permit issued by the Missouri
Department of Conservation. This
section shall not apply to
any person 65 years of age or older
or is 15 years of age or younger.
(Section 210.690 Municipal Code)

All-Terrain Vehicles:
No person shall operate an All-
Terrain Vehicle upon the streets of
this city.
(Section 340.110 Municipal Code)

SUMMER IS COMING!

PHOTO CREDIT: LUM3N PEXELS



Community Builder

“There is no power for change greater than a
community discovering what it cares about”

Mother’s Day May 12th

Memorial Day May 27th

Heartofhoustonlake@gmail.com

Each of the Patriots whom we remember on this day was first a beloved son or
daughter, a brother or sister, or a spouse, friend, and neighbor.

George H. W. Bush

Feedback, comments, questions, concerns or add to this page email

Happy Mother’s Day to all the Mom’s in Houston Lake!

Yes! Youtodogmom,catmom,fishmomwhatevermomyoumaybe.

Thank you to all the men and woman in Houston Lake who serve or have served in the
military.

Houston Lake residents as we celebrate Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Graduation, and
any other events on the lake PLEASE remind your guests our city does not permit

parking on the streets. Extra parking is available at City Hall. Our streets are narrow,
and we need to have them accessible at all times for emergency vehicles to get by on

the streets for the safety of our community.

Building a better community!

Building a better you!

The Power of Positivity

mailto:Heartofhoustonlake@gmail.com


Hello Members,
April was a busy month for your HOA Board. Lake Clean Up day was a huge success! We want to
thank Lisa Shepard, Todd and Deena Legassie, Shelly Broll, Jake Strobbe, Ethan Dean,
Drew Freese, Teena Walker Robin, Wendy Thompson, Victoria Grace and Sean Edwards for all
their help. The 3 docks in Cowan’s Cove that were in disrepair were removed and disposed of.
Many bags of trash were collected to prevent trash from blowing into the water. The picnic table
that was in pieces behind City Hall was removed and discarded. Trash was collected from the
lake and discarded. An important note: there was much less trash removed from the lake this
year. I believe this is due to continued efforts from residents throughout the year quietly making
Houston Lake a better place to live. Thank you again to all who helped!

Thank you to our egg addling crew. It appears our goose population is at a sustainable level.
Your help is greatly appreciated.
Thank you Wendy for running the semi-annual HOA meeting. If anyone has questions that
weren’t answered, please reach out to me directly.
Drew and I went on a long road trip and picked up the bio-pod pucks in Detroit. I’ll be changing
them out over the next week. If you look at Cowan’s Cove when the water is still, you can see
the circular area where the bio-health pods are working. I’m excited to see how much depth we
gainthisyearaswellashowthepodsaffectthevegetation. 
Thank you to Sue Hodges for preparing and filing taxes. Mary Head and Sarah Schofield for
their continued work with the Laker, Frank for all the many projects he’s taken on and Wendy for
all the work she puts in. A change in our committee representatives: Frank is moving onto the
Oversight Committee and Wendy will move to Grants.
Hope you all have a wonderful May and look forward to seeing you out and enjoying the lake.

Warmly,
Pam Freese
VGHA President

LETTER FROM THE VGHA

PHOTOS OF THE DREDGING PROGRESS 
CREDIT: BRENDAN BROUSSEAU



Feeding geese and other
waterfowl bread and crackers
is a common pastime for
many adults and children, but
many people do not know that
this can be harmful to the
birds, as well as the
environment. Here are several
reasons why you should not
feed geese and other birds.
Bread, crackers, popcorn, and
other high-carbohydrate
foods are like junk food to
birds. They provide very little
nutritional content, and birds
that fill up on them will not
seek out other, nutritious
food. This can cause the birds
to become malnourished,
which can contribute to a
host of health problems for
both adults and babies.
Even though you may only
choose to feed geese and
other bird’s small amounts of
bread or other foods, other
families may be doing the
same thing. The result could
be that the birds' diet consists
primarily of unhealthy foods.
If an abundant supply of food
is readily available from
humans, the geese population
will grow because the birds
will be attracted to the
handouts. This can cause the
area to become overcrowded.
A supply of easy-to-acquire
food will also lead the birds to
lay more eggs, which can
further contribute to
overpopulation.

Feeding geese bread can also
contribute to the spread of
disease. A diet rich in
carbohydrates will cause the
birds to defecate more, which
can spread bacteria that can
contribute to disease. Moldy
bread that is not eaten and
left on the ground can cause
aspergillosis, a lung infection
that can be fatal to waterfowl.
In addition, rotting bread can
attract pests, such as rats,
mice, and insects, which can
spread disease.
Feeding geese can also
pollute the environment.
Uneaten bread is unsightly. It
can rot and release noxious
odors, and it can also lead to
the growth of algae, which
can clog natural waterways
and endanger the health of
fish and other wildlife.
Geese and other birds that
rely on humans for food lose
their natural fear and may
place themselves in
dangerous situations, such as
crossing roads in search of
food. They may also become
aggressive toward humans
who do not provide them with
the food they want.
While you may think that you
are helping geese by
providing them with food, you
can be jeopardizing the health
of the birds, other animals,
and humans, as well as
polluting the environment.
Wild geese have plenty of
healthy food in their habitat to
sustain them. Let the geese
find food on their own so that
they and other animals in the
environment can stay healthy.

DON’T FEED THE
DUCKS AND GEESE

As I was taking my daily walk
about the other day, I nearly
tripped over a fishing line that
was stretched taut across the
road. It was nearly knee high
and it hadn’t been there
earlier.

Looking to my right, I could
see it went back to the
water’s edge. Looking to my
left, I saw it was attached to a
goose who looked absolutely
miserable! I thought it was
wrapped around its leg.

I called Shelly Broll, since it
was close to her house, and
she brought some scissors to
cut the bird free. With a snip,
the tension was relieved.
However, that is when I
realized that the bird had
been attached to the line with
the fishhook in its leg! It
limped away from us as
quickly as it could. So, we
couldn’t do anything else to
help it. As she wrapped up the
excess line, Shelly mentioned
that recently her dog had
become entangled in fishing
line that had been cut and left
in the lake near the shore!

Please, please use your fishing
gear safely! Cutting your line
loose and leaving long lengths
of it in the water can harm our
wildlife and our pets,
especially if there is still a
hook attached.
~ by Wendy Thompson

BE CAREFUL WHAT
YOU FISH FOR



HOUSTON LAKE  COOKBOOK

2nd Edition of the City Cookbook is available
for $3. Limited number of copies, contact Mary
Head at maryjewel40@gmail.com

UN-CLASSIFIED ADS
Full Page

1/2 Page

1/4 Page

1/8 Page

$20.00

$10.00 

$5.00 

$2.50 

Pricing is per month & includes
a listing on the city website
housotnlake.gov

To place an ad, email
editor.houstonlaker@gmail.com

SAILBOATS FOR SALE
Two sunfish sailboats: one with rigging, sail,
and rudder/daggerboard, the other
(pictured) is just the hull. I'm selling the hull
alone. It's in good shape. Call Chuck Stone at
816 305-3196.

EDITOR - MARY HEAD - MARYJEWEL40@GMAIL.COM 816-741-5639
CONTENT & LAYOUT - SARAH SCHOFIELD 816-394-8828

EDITOR.HOUSTONLAKER@GMAIL.COM 



2024 TRASH &
RECYCLING DATES
City trash and recycling
services are handled by
Republic Services. For
assistance with your
receptacles, issues with
pick-up or questions about
large items contact
customer service at     816-
254-1470 or
RepublicServices.com. 

Trash is picked up every
Wednesday. Receptacles
need to be at the curb/edge
of street by 6am. Leave room
for the arm of the truck to
pick up and return the
receptacles without causing
damage to vehicles, fences,
etc.
 
2024 Recycling Dates (2nd
Wednesday):
January 10
February 14
March 13
April 10
May 8
June 12
July 10
August 14
September 11
October 9
November 13
December 11

2024 Holidays:
January 1st New Years Day -
Pick up changed to Thursday
January 4th

May 27th Memorial Day - Pick
up changed to Thursday May
30th

July 4th Independence Day -
No Change pick up will be on
Wednesday July 3rd

September 2nd Labor Day -
Pick up changed to Thursday
September 5th

November 28th
Thanksgiving - No Change
pick up will be on
Wednesday November 27th

December 25th Christmas -
Pick up changed to
Thursday December 26th

EMERGENCY -
In case of a Police, Fire or Medical Emergency - Dial 911

Platte County Sheriff Non-Emergency & Animal Control
816-858-3521

Riverside Fire Department Non-Emergency 
 816-372-9024

Grinder Pump Alarm or Backup
Text 816-305-3196 with Name & Address

HOA Officers -

     President Pam Freese 816-726-4455 
     venetian.gardens.homes.assoc@gmail.com 
  
     Vice President Wendy Thompson 816-225-1018

      Secretary Frank Wilson 509-939-6811 
      Imua62@gmail.com

     Treasurer/Lake Tags Susan Hodges 816-786-2377 
     hodges.susan@outlook.com

     Board Member at Large Mary Head 816-741-5639 
     maryjewel40@gmail.com

City Officials -

     Mayor 
     Mayor@houstonlake.gov

     City Clerk Lisa Shepard
     cityclerk@houstonake.gov

South Ward Alderwomen 

     Ashley Fuglestad 
     sw1-alderman@houstonlake.gov
 
     Sarah Farsace 816-863-2412
     sw2-alderman@houstonlake.gov

North Ward Alderwomen

     Teena Walker-Robin 816-769-6082 
     nw1-alderman@houstonlake.gov

     Keith Carey 
     nw2-alderman@houstonlake.gov

     Codes Enforcement Open Position
     codesenforcement@houstonlake.gov

As most of the HOA Officers and City Officials have full-time
jobs as well, phone calls may not be answered or returned as
quickly as a text or email.

City Hall is open during meetings, Listening Sessions, events
and by appointment.

mailto:venetian.gardens.homes.assoc@gmail.com
mailto:venetian.gardens.homes.assoc@gmail.com
mailto:Imua62@gmail.com

































